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FOR  THE  EVANOELIST. 


THE  CHARACTER  OF  JOSIAB. 


[No.  6. 


There  is  perhaps  hardly  a  darker  catalogue  in  the  annals  of  depray- 
ity,  than  that  which  recori^  the  names  of  the  kings  of  Israel  and  Judah* 
With  all  the  advantages  which  they  possessed  as  the  leaders  pf  the  pe¬ 
culiar  people  of  God,  and  with  all  the  promises  and  threatniii^which 
were  held  out  to  allure  them  to  virtue,  and  to  deter  them  from  sin,  we 
find  them  successively  turning  their  backs  upon  the  true  God,  and 
plunging  into  the  grossest  idolatry.  The  good  man  who  reads  the  rec¬ 
ord  of  their  follies  and  crimes,  while  he  drops  the  tear  of  pity  upon 
the  page  which  records  them,  will  learn  more  effectually  the  great 
practical  lesson  that  the  heart  of  man  is  deceitful  above  all  things  and 
desperately  wicked. 

But  notwithstanding  the  general  character  of  these  rulers  was  cor¬ 
rupt  in  the  extreme,  there  were  still  some  who  adhered  stedfastly  to 
the  worship  and  service  of  God  ;  some  in  whom  the  principle  of  ple¬ 
nty  had  taken  such  deep  root,  as  to  enable  them  to  resist  the  corruptions 
and  abominations  of  their  day.  And  among  these  illustrious  exceptions, 
none  perhaps  held  a  more  conspicuous  place  than  Josiah.  It  is  the 
design  of  this  article  to  notice  a  few  particulars  in  the  character  of  this 
young  king,  which  may  afford  matter  for  profitable  reflection.  The 
sacred  history  informs  us  that  **  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  while  he 
was  yet  young,  he  began  to  seek  after  the  G<^  of  David  his  father.” 

•  1.  The  first  particular  which  we  shall  notice  is  the  ttme,  or  date  of 
the  natimf  in  which  this  young  ruler  was  born  and  educat^.  Never 
perhaps  had  any  people  become  more  degenerate^  than  the  people  of 
Israel  at  this  period.  His  two  immediate  predecessors  in  the  government, 
as  well  as  his  ancestors  by  birth,  were  among  the  most  corrupt  meh 
that  ever  ruled.  The  bloody  reign  of  his  grandfather  Manassah  is  pro¬ 
verbial  ;  and  his  father  Amon  is  also  represented  as  a  monster  of  wick¬ 
edness.  By  the  exertions  of  these  two  men,  idolatry  had  gained  a 
firmer  footing  than  at  almost  any  preceding  period ;  insomuch  that  the 
worship  of  the  true  God  seemed  to  be  alnfbst  entirely  supplanted.  But 
amidst  this  overwhelming  torrent  of  corruption,  we  find  young  Josiah 
holding  fast  the  integrity  of  a  good  man.  He  seems  not  only  to  have 
been  pious,  but  eminently  so  ;  and  to  have  exerted  himself,  in  reform¬ 
ing  his  nation  with  great  energy  and  considerable  success.  What  par¬ 
ticular  circumstances  were  the  means,  under  providence,  of  impres- 
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sing  his  mind  so  early  with  religion,  we  are  not  informed  ;  though  it  ^ 
has  been  conjectured,  and  it  is  believed,  with  some  probability,  that  he 
had  a  pious  mother. 

There  is  not  a  more  interesting  object  than  a  young  person  resolute¬ 
ly  opposing  the  corruptions  of  the  world,  and  engaging  with  great  firm¬ 
ness  of  purpose  in  the  things  of  religion^  The  scoffs  and  sneers  of  in¬ 
fidelity  are  indeed  sometimes  aimed  at  such  a  person ;  but  rely  on  it, 
that  even  the  infidel  cannot  in  his  heart  despise  him.  There  is  a  ma¬ 
jesty  in  his  character  to  which  the  conscience  even  of  the  bad  man 
must  pay  an  involuntary  homage. 

There  are  sometimes  seasons  of  general  corruption  among  a  people, 
in  which  it  seems  to  the  good  man  as  if  virtue  and  piety  were  almost 
banished  from  the  world.  But  there  never  has  been  a  time  in  which 
light  has  not  finally  shined  out  of  darkness.  Some  good  Josiah  has  at 
length  been  raised  up  to  check  the  current  of  corruption,  and  by  his 
pious  example  and  faithful  exertions  to  rescue  a  nation,  pr  a  people 
from  impending  destruction.  Jehovah  is  faithful  to  his  promises.  He 
has  promised  that  the  gates  of  heirshall  not  prevail  against  the  church  ; 
and  as  sure  as  he  is  a  God  of  truth,  they  never  will  prevail  against  it* 
The  church  may  indeed,  be  destined  to  a  succession  of  days  of  dark¬ 
ness  ;  and  her  very  foundations  may  seem  almost  to  be  shaken  by  idol¬ 
atry  and  ifiiquity  ;  but  the  days  of  her  darkness  will  not  last  forever  ; 
and  her  foundations  will  not  be  demolished. 

It  is  evident  that  Josiah,  sustaining  such  a  character  and  living  at 
such  a  time  as  he  did,  must  have  had  a  principle  of  piety  very  deeply 
implanted.  Nothing  short  of  that  integrity  which  is  built  on  true 
Christian  principle,  can  sustain  a  youth  in  the  practice  of  virtue,  when 
.publi(^k  opinion  and  publick  manners  are  all  against  him.  And  indeed 
there  is  so  much  wickedness  in  the  world  at  the  best  times,  and  in  the 
best  states  o(  society,  that  a  young  person  is  in  great  danger  of  being 
contaminated  from  the  influence  of  evil  example.  Nrthing  can  pre¬ 
serve  him  but  that  principle  of  religion,  to  which  we  are  to  attribute 
the  stability  and  excellence  of  the  character  of  good  Josiah. 

II.  The  next  particular  in  the  character  of  Josiah  which  we  shall 
notice  is  his  rank :  he  is  remarkably  pious  on  a  throne.  Piety  gene¬ 
rally  retires  from  those  seats  of  the  ambition  of  men.  It  is  a  melan¬ 
choly  fact  that  the  great  men  of  the  world,  those  whose  influence  does 
most  to  sway  the  opinions  and  customs  of  men,  are  not  usually  most 
conspicuous  on  the  rolls  of  Christian  activity  and  excellence.  They 
are  too  often  dazzled  by  the  splendour  which  surrounds  them.  The 
pomp  of  worldly  distinction  makes  them  almost  forget  that  they  are  not 
gods ;  and  the  heart  which  is  full  of  pride,  most  of  course,  be  desti¬ 
tute  of  piety.  In  the  character  of  Josiah,  we  contemplate  an  honour¬ 
able  exception.  The  artificial  splendour  of  a  throne  did  not  make  him 
fdrget  that  there  is  a  God  who  ruleth  among  the  nations,  and  that  he, 
in  common  with  the  most  insignificant  of  his  fellow  men,  was  bound  to 
render  him  homage.  Contemplate  this  young  king  apparently  forget¬ 
ful  of  the  dignity  of  bis  station,  turning  away  from  his  flatterers  and 
courtiers,  and  resolutely  den^ng  himself  those  sensual  indulgencies 
which  were  so  much  the  fashion  of  the  day,  for  the  sake  of  contempla¬ 
ting  the  character  and  seeking  the  favor  of  Gfhd.  We  may  dmost  say"^ 
that  the  whole  history  of  man  does  not  furnish  a  character  of  more 
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consummate  dignity  or  better  fitted  to  attract  our  respect  and  admira¬ 
tion. 

If  it  is  hard  to  resist  the  temptations  of  the  world,  and  to  cultivate 
habitually  a  spirit  ot  piety  in  any  circumstances,  it  is  peculiarly  so 
amid  the  glare  and  pomp  of  worldly  distinction.  There  is  a  much  lar¬ 
ger  amount  of  temptation  to  be  encountered,  there  is  a  greater  number 
of  enemies  to  oppose  our  spiritual  progress  in.  the  higher,  than  ordina¬ 
rily  there  can  be  in  the  lower  grades  of  society.  Let  those  whom  Pro¬ 
vidence  has  placed  in  stations  of  influence*  a^  who  are  destined  pe¬ 
culiarly  to  give  a  tone  to  the  character  of  society,  remember  that  there  ' 
is  connected  with  this  elevation  to  which  they  are  raised  a  mighty 
amount  of  temptation  to  forget  God :  .  and  that  if  they  imitate  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Josiah,  they  will  be  proportionally  more  worthy  of  the  admi¬ 
ration  and  homage  of  the  world. 

III.  Another  circumstance  worthy  of  notice  in  the  character  of  Jo¬ 
siah  is,  that  he  became  pious  in  his  youth.  He*  cme  to  the  throne  at 
the  age  of  eight  years  ;  and  at  sixteen  began  to. seek  after  the  God  of 
David  his  father.  In  that  gay  and  animated  age,  while  others  were 
putting  off  religion  to.  a  graver  period,  or  determining  to  neglect  it  alto¬ 
gether,  he  began  to.  attend  to  the  concerns  of  his  soul.  Others, 
in  similar  circumstances,  doubtless,*  had  resolved  that  they  would  be  re¬ 
ligious,  after  they  had  devoted  themselves  long  enough  tb  the  world  ; 
that  when  the  fever  of  youthful  passion  had  subsided,  they  would 
consent  to  give  themselves  to  more  sober  reflection.  But  this  did  not 
Josiah.  He  determined  that  his  first  and  best  days  should  be  given  to 
the  service  of  God..  He  knew  that  life  was  uncertain  ;  and  that  a  short 
delay  might  be  a  fatal  one :  he  therefore  resolved  that  he  would  lose 
no  time  in  securing  an  interest  in  the  Divine  favour.  * 

IV.  Observe,,  lastly,  how  extensively  usejul  Josiah  was  ;-r-what  a 
glorious  reformation  he  accomplished.  He  set  himself  immediately  to. 
demolish  the  temples  of  idolatry  ;  ta  bum  their  images,  and  so  far  as 
he  could,  to  effect  a  complete  purification  in  the  land.  It  appears 
from  the  history,  that  it  was  one  of  the  greatest  external  revolutions 
which  was  ever  effected  in  the  character  of  that  people.  All. the 
energies  of  his  mind  were  put  in  requisition  ;  and  he  laboured  like  a 
man  who  felt  deeply  and  impressively  the  power  of  religion.  The 
commanding  influence  that  was  given  him  by  the  exalted  station  which 
he  occupied,  was  all  brought  into  the  service  of  God  ;  and  the  conse¬ 
quence  was.  that  he  accomplished  wonders  in  reforming  his  nation. 

It  ought  to  be  a  solemn  reflection  to  all  who  are  elevated  to  stations  of 
,  trust  ai^  influence,  that  it  is  emphatically  for.  to  give  a  character 
to  the  state  of  society  in.  which  they  live.  They  are  entrusted  with 
means  and  opportunities  ibr  usefulness,  which  the  more  retired  and 
obscure  do  not  possess ;  and  if  like  Josiah,  they  have  the  crowning  at¬ 
tribute  of  a  good  character,  they  will  actually  operate  in  a  widely  ex¬ 
tended  circle  of  beneficence.  By  a  single  decision,  or.  a  single  act, 
they  may  exert  an  influence  which  will  be  felt  at  the  remotest  comer 
of  society,  and  it  may  be,  far  along  the  descent  of  future  ages. 

But  others  in  more  retired  stations  have  still  the  means  of  doing 
good ;  so  that  the  poorest  peasant  who  occupies  the  humblest  cottage,, 
need  not  deny  himself  the  luxury  of  living  for.  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  good  of  his  fellow  men. 
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FOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 

THE  MOTE  AND  THE  BEAM. 

In  a  preceding  communication,  an  attempt  was  made  to  ascertain  the 
import  of  what  our  Lord  has  said  on  beholding  a  mote  in  a  brother’s 
eye,  not  considering  the  beam  that  is  in  one’s  own  eye  &c.  Matt.  vii. 
3,  4,  5.  It  is  proposed,  in  the  present  communication,  to  notice  two 
or  three  things,  which  operate  as  causes  to  render  men  quick  sighted 
in  discerning  the  motes  in  the  eyes  of  others,  while  they  are  blind  to 
the  beams  in  their  own  eyes  ;  or,  to  drop  the  figure,  quicksighted  to 
perceive  even  comparatively  small  offences,  in  the  conduct  of  others, 
while  their  own  far  greater  sins,  pass  unnoticed.  The  root  of  this  evil 
has,  indeed,  already  been  noticed.  It  is  found  in  a  deceitful,  depraved 
heart.  But,  upon  such  an  heart  other  things  hare  a  powerful  influ¬ 
ence,  and  operate  as  subordinate  causes  of  this  evil. 

1.  Education  has  a  mighty  influence.  Paul  was  originally  educated 
in  all  the  pride  and  self-preference,  of  the  religion  of  the  Pharisees. 
.And  this  education,  operating  upon  his  depraved  heart,  rendered  him 
very  blind  to  all  that  was  wrong  in  himself ;  he  was  even  alive  vcithout 
the  law,  and  trusted  in  himself  that  he  was  righteous.  At  the  same  time, 
he  was  ready  to  judge,  very  severely,  those  who  differed  in  opinion 
from  him.  Indeed,  so  strong  were  the  prejudices  of  his  education,  that 
they  prepared  him  to  become  a  blasphemer  of  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  a  persecutor  of  his  humble  followers,  and  injurious  to  his  pre¬ 
cious  cause.  Education,  operating  upon  a  depraved  heart,  prepares 
the  Hindoos  to  burst  the  strongest  bands  of  paternal,  and  even  of  ma¬ 
ternal  affection,  and  to  expose  their  tender  offspring,  and  leave  them  to 
perish,  or  to  cast  them  unpitied,  into  the  Ganges,  and  to  immolate  their 
widowed  females  upon  the  funeral  piles  of  their  deceased  husbands. 
Indeed,  it  prepares  them  and  other  heathens,  to  practise  innumerable 
most  shameful  abominations,  and  enormous  cruelties,  without  a  blush, 
and  without  remorse.  Yet  even  these  persons  imagine  they  discpver 
great  wrong  in  the  neglect  of  some  unmeaning,  or,  at  leaist,  useless,  or 
worse  than  useless  ceremonial  observances,  and  even  in  some  things, 
which  are  obviously  required  by  the  law  of  love.  So,  even  among 
Christians,  a  difference  in  education  often  makes  some  things  appear 
very  wrong  to  one,  which  appear  very  harmless,  if  not  even  commen¬ 
dable,  to  another.  There  is  reason  to  apprehend,  that  it  sometimes 
makes  things  which  are  in  themselves  indifferent,  in  the  conduct  of 
others,  appear  to  some  persons  like  far  greater  evils,  than  do  other 
things,  in  their  own  conduct,  which  are  really  of  an  immoral  nature. 

2.  Custom  has  a  most  powerful  influence,  to  diminish  the  criminali¬ 
ty  of  some  actions,  and  to  enhance  the  criminality  of  others  in  the 
view  of  men. 

Should  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  any  foreign  nation,  come  upon 
the  coast  of  Virginia,  or  the  Carolinas,  or  Georgia,  and  decoy,  or  ^e 
by  force,  *the  son  of  some  wealthy  planter,  and  carry  him  away,  and 
dispose  of  him  for  a  slave  ;  that  planter,  and  all  his  brethren  at  the  south 
would  make  the  whole  country  ring  with  their  complaints  of  the  injus¬ 
tice,  the  cruelty,  the  enormity  of  this  deed  of  horror ;  and,  unless  the 
most  ample  redress  could  be  obtained,  the  nation  must  be  roused  to 
artns^  ai^  involved  in  war,  perhaps  a  bloody  and  desolating  war,  to 
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avenge  the  wrong.  Yet,  it  may  be,  this  same  planter,  and  many  oth¬ 
ers,  who  would  feel  so  sensibly,  on  such  an  occiision,  could  very  de¬ 
liberately  employ  some  company  of  slave  dealers  to  repair  to  the  coast 
of  Africa,  to  tear  from  the  fond  embraces  of  their  parents,  scores,  and 
hundreds  of  the  children  of  that  ill  fated  continent,  and  consign  them, 
and  their  children  after  them,  from  generation  to  generation,  to  perpet¬ 
ual  slavery,  and  scarcely  feel  that  they  had  done  a  wrong.  And  what 
is  it  but  custom,  a  barbarous  and  diabolical  custom,  which  makes  the 
latter  case  appear  so  harmless  and  inoffensive,  to  the  very  persons,  to 
whom  the  former  case  appears  so  full  of  the  most  enormous  wickedness  ? 
Let  one  of  those  high  toned  gentlemen,  who  have  been  pleased  to  set 
what  they  miscall  the  law  of  honor  above  the  laws  of  their  country,  and 
the  law  of  God,  receive  some  petty  affront  from  his  friend  ;  and,  let  him, 
then,  with  an  heart  filled  with  revenge,  and  thirsting  for  blood,  barbar¬ 
ously  murder  that  friend  in  a  duel  ;  and,  so  far  would  be  be  from  feel¬ 
ing  any  remorse,  that  he  might  think  he  had  performed  a  gallant  ex-  * 
ploit,  and  washed  away  the  stain  his  honor  hjid  received,  in  the  vital 
blood  of  his  murdered  brother.  Many  others,  too,  will  approve  and 
applaud  the  deed.  But,  let  a  poor  slave,  who  has  been  treated  with  a 
cruelty  which  might  put  infemals  to  the  blush,  while  most'  unjustly 
smarting  and  bleeding  under  the  hish  of  his  imperious  overseer, 
or  master,  seize  a  club,  and  avenge  the  wrong,  by  a  blow  which,  it- 
may  be  undesignedly,  deprives  this  overseer,  or  master,  of  life,  and 
who  will  be  more  loud  than  these  same  gentlemen  of  honor,  in  condem¬ 
ning  the  deed,  or  more  rigorous  in  inflicting  the  punishment,  which  the 
law  denounces  ?  Yet,  how  will  these  things  appear,  respectively,  be¬ 
fore  the  tribunal  of  unerring  justice  ?  Alas!  what,  but  a  most  barbar¬ 
ous  and  wicked  custom,  acting  upon  an  heart  which  is  deceitful  ahtroe 
all  things^  and  desperately  isncked^  can  make  any  man  believe,  that  the 
gentleman  of  honor  has  incurred  less  guilt  and  shame  than  the  poor 
slave  ?  And  with  what  a  mighty  sweep  has  the  most  barbarous,  and 
cruel,  and  inhuman  custom,  which  has  ever  found  a  place,  either  on 
earth,  or  in  hell — the  custom  of  war — with  what  a  mighty  sweep,  I  say 
has  this  custom  brushed  away  from  the  human  mind,  sentiments  and  im¬ 
pressions  favorable  to  virtue,  and  to  human  happiness,  and  extenuated, 
and  justified,  and  applauded  deeds  of  deepest  malignity,— deeds,  which 
should  **  fill  the  soul  with  horror  but  to  name  them.*’  Yes,  this  most 
horrid  custom  has,  among  deluded  mortals,  covered  with  ^ory,  and 
raised  to  the  pinnacle  of  fame,  many  a  guilty  wretch,  who,  in  God's 
account,  must  have  stood  charged  with  robberies,  and  rapes,  and  mur¬ 
ders,  by  scores,  by  hundreds,  by  thousands.  Yet,  the  very  men  who 
have  perpetrated,  and  the  men  who  have  applauded,  these  deeds  of 
horror,  with  this  beam  in  their  own  eye,  w'ouki  perhaps,  be  among  the 
foremost  in  detecting,  exposing,  and  punishing  the  miserable  creature, 
whom  hunger  had  impelled  to  break  through  a  stone  wall,  and  who  had 
committed  some  petty  theft,  to  save  himself,  or  a  beloved  wife  ami 
children,  from  perishing  by  famine.  Just  so,  in  common  life,  custom 
induces  many  to  approve  practices  which  the  law  of  God  prohibits  and 
condemns  ;  and  sometimes  to  disapprove  of  some  things  which  the  law 
of  God  plainly  requires. 

3.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  men  sometimes  avail  themselves 
of  human  laws,  to  excuse  or  justify,  to  their  own  minds,  such  things  as 
are  utterly  inconsistent  with  this  law  of  love,  All  things  vAatfoever  ye 
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would  that  'tn«n  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them.  This  law 
and  should  always  be  considered,  paramount  to  all. others.  No  human 
law  ca»,  in  any  case,  annihilate  its  authority,  or  render  that  right, 
which  this  law  plainly  forbids.  No  human  law  should  evef  require 
what  this  law  of  love  prohibits,  or  prohibit  what  it  obviously  requires. 

If,  then,  human  laws  do  this,  there  is  but  one  course  to  be  pursued, 

God  must  be  obeyed  rather  than  man.  It  is  obvious,  however,  that 
human  laws  may  and,  as  it  is  impossible  that  they  should  provide  for 
every  case,  perhaps  they  sometimes  must  even  permit  some  things  to  be 
done,  which  yet  are  plainly  inconsistent  with  the  eternal  rule  of  right.  |j 
In  such  cases,  what  the  human  law  permits  should  no  more  be  done,  I 

contrary  to  the  law  of  love,  than  though  it  was  also  prohibited  by  the  i 

human  law.  Yet  there  certainly  is  reason  to  apprehend  that,  protect-  J 
ted  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  men  sometimes  do  things,  which  are  sis  \ 

really  contrary  to  the  law  of  love,  and  quite  as  wicked  in  the  sight  of  | 

God,  SIS  many  other  things  which,  being  condemned  by  human  laws,  | 

they  are,  themselves,  as  ready  as  any  body  to  censure,  and  to  punish.  | 
Robbery,  and  theft,  and  fraud  in  some  of  its  various  forms,  are  prohibit-  ’ 

ed  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  as  well  as  by  the  law  of  love  ;  and  being  i 

so  prohibited,  they  are  generally  condemned.  There  is,  also,  in  some  I 

communities,  a  law  which  prohibits  the  taking  of  more  than  six  percent  | 

interest  by  the  year,  for  the  use  of  money.  This,  too,  seems  to  be  in 
conformity  with  the  law  of  love,  at  least  in  its  design,  which  obviously 
is  to  protect  the  poor  against  the  exhorbitant  exactions  of  the  rich.  No 
doubt,  indeed,  there  are  many  cases  in  which  the  law  of  love  may  re¬ 
quire,  that  persons  be  favored  with  the  use  of  money  without  exacting 
<^them  even  six  per  cent.  And  it  may  perhaps,  be  reasonably  ques¬ 
tioned  whether,  in  any  case  where  a  brother  is  waxen  poor,”  and 
needs  assistance,  which  another  is  in  a  situation  to  render,  the  law  of 
love  will  allow  that  more  be  exacted,  than  is  allowed  by  the  laws  of 
the  State.  The  law  in  Israel  was.  If  thou  lend  money  to  any  of  my 
people  that  is  poor  by  thee^  thou  shalt  not  be  unto  him  as  an  usurer^  nei¬ 
ther  shalt  thou  take  usury  of  him.  If  thy  brother  be  waxen  poor^  and 
fallen  in  decay  with  theCy  then  thou  shalt  relieve  him,  yea^  though  he  be  a 
stranger  or  a  sojourner;  that  he  may  live  with  thee.  Take  thou  no  usury 
of  him^  or  increase  ;  but  fear  thy  God,  that  thy  brother  may  live  by  thee. 

Thou  shalt  not  give  him  thy  money  for  usury ^  nor  lend  him  thy  victuals 
for  increase.  Yet  there  are  cases  in  which  even  the  divine  law  allows 
usury,  or  some  increase,  to  be  taken.  So  that  taking  it,  is  not  always 
inconsistent  with  the  law  of  love.  It  is  plain,  however,  that  what  is 
exacted  should  never  exceed  what  this  law  allows.  Accordingly, 
there  is  perhaps,  a  pretty  general  impression,  that  if  a  rich  man  does 
exact  more  of  his  poor  neighbor  than  the  law  of  the  State  allows,  he 
not  only  violates  the  law  of  the  State,  but  the  law  of  love.  It  is  thought 
he  is  unreasonable  and  hard,  and  oppressive,  taking  undue  advantage 
of  his  neighbor's  necessities. 

These  laws  of  the  state  are,  I  believe  generally  approved ;  and  if 
one  is  known  to  increase  his  property  in  violation  of  them,  his  conduct 
is  gener^ly  censured.  But  at  the  same  time,  as  already  intimated, 
things  may  be  done  under  cover  of  human  laws,  which  are  as  really 
inconsistent  with  the  law  of  love,  as  any  violation  of  these  laws  would 
be,  and  yet  those  who  do  them  may  feel  justified,  only  because  they 
are  borne  out  by  the  laws  of  the  State.  There  may  be  reason  to  ap- 
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prebend  that  such  an  use  is  sometimes  made  of  laws  for  the  collection 
of  debts.  These  laws  may  be  good  if  they  be  used  carefully  ;  that  is, 
if  they  be  used  only  in  conformity  with  the  law  of  love.  But  if  they  - 
be  used  as  an  engine  of  oppression,  as  an  instrument  to  deprive  a  man 
of  his  property,  and  of  his  means  of  subsistence,  without  an  equivalent, 
and  needlessly  to  shut  him  up  in  prison,  are  they  not  plainly  used  un¬ 
lawfully,  and  in  a  manner  in  which  no  one  would  that  another  should 
do  unto  him  ?  You  would  not  by  robbery  or  by  theft,  or  by  what  hu¬ 
man  laws  recognize  as  fraud  or  extortion,  deprive  another  of  a  single 
cent  ;  yet,  if  your  neighbor  owes  you  a  just  debt,  and,  it  may  be  on  ac¬ 
count  of  some  unforeseen  calamity,  is  at  present,  unable  to  pay  you« 
perhaps  you  can  deliberately  put  bia  note,  or  his  account  in  suit,  and 
subject  him  to  much  perplexity,  and  to  considerable  expense,  when, 
after  all,  you  may  scarcely  recover  your  debt  a  moment  sooner,  than  he 
would  have  been  likely  to  pay  you  without  this  trouble.  In  this  case, 
however,  you  feel  guiltless.  Why  ?  Have  you  done  unto  your  neigh¬ 
bor  as  you  would  that  be  should  do  unto  you  ?  By  no  means.  But 
you  excuse  yourself  because  you  have  only  done  what  the  law  of  the 
State  allows.  Perhaps,  too,  very  contrary  to  the  law  of  love,  you  ex¬ 
act  upon  your  poor  neighbor,  strip  him  of  his  means  of  subsistence, 
and  even  cast  him  into  prison.  In  all  this,  human  laws  may  aid  you  in  do¬ 
ing  what  the  divine  law  may  condemn  as  grievous  oppression  and  ex¬ 
tortion.  In  various  ways,  no  doubt  men  may,  supported  by  these 
laws  of  the  State,  do  what  is  very  displeasing  to  God. 

There  is  also  in  the  State  in  which  the  writer  lives,  and  he  believes 
in  some  other  States,  a  law  for  the  collection  of  taxes  on  land,  of 
which  there  is  much  reason  to  apprehend  persons  sometimes  avail 
themselves,  to  justify  or  excuse  the  grossest  injustice  and  iniquity. — 
Sometimes  under  this  law,  propertv  of  the  value  of  hundreds  of  dollars, 
issoldfor  a  cent  or  two,  or  at  most,  for  a  very  few  cents.  A  year’s  re¬ 
demption  is  allowed ;  and  ifit  be  not  redeemed  it  is  bylaw^  secured  to  the 
purchaser.  Now,  the  case  may  be  so,  that  the  owner  who  has  hon¬ 
estly  paid  for  this  property  its  full  value,  residing  at  a  distance,  and 
ignorant  of  the  laws  of  the  state,  is  not  aware  that  his  property  is  in 
dai^r  ;  or  he  may  have  depended  on  some  agent,  who  has  been  ne^- 
gent,  or  unfaithful ;  or  through  forgetfulness,  or  by  some  inadvertence 
he  has  neglected  to  take  such  care  of  his  property  as  the  law  has  ren¬ 
dered  necessary.  In  some  such  way,  it  so  happens  that  the  purchaser 
has  obtained  a  legal  title,  and  the  owner  is  deprived  of  his  property. 
The  purchaser  too,  having  gotten  possession,  bolds  on,  with  an  iron 
grasp,  and  refuses  to  relinquish  what  he  has  thus  obtained.  He  does 
only  what  is  authorized  by  the  law  of  the  State  ;  but  is  it  possible  that 
it  can  be  justified  by  the  law  of  love  ?  Would  any  man,  that  another 
should  do  thus  unto  Um  ?  This  man  however,  as  readily  as  any  body, 
perceives  that  there  b  great  wickedness  in  robbery,  and  theft,  and  in 
what  the  laws  of  the  State  punish  as  fraud  or  usury.  Just  so,  too,  it 
may  be,  the  thief  or  the  fraudulent  person,  or  the  usurer  or  (others 
who  are  guilty  of  great  wickedness  of  some  other  kind,  of  which  they 
scarcely  think,  re^ly  perceive  very  great  wickedness  in  any  person’s 
thus  availing  himself  of  the  law  to  deprive  another  of  his  right  Each, 
not  considering  the  beam  in  his  own  eye,  readily  perceives  something 
in  the  eye  of  his  neighbor.  TnePHCWTs . 
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bN  MAKING  FRIENDS  WITH  THE  MAMMON  OF  UNRIGHTEOUSNESS* 

(Concluded  from  page  113 

.  I 

The  remaining  inquiry,  which  calls  for  our  attention,  on  this  subject* 
is.  How  must  the  things  of  this  world  be  used,  in  order  that  these 
friends  may  be  secured  ?  And  here  it  should  be  remembered,  that 
these  friends  are  to  be  made  only  among  holy,  or  benevolent  beings. 
The  object  must  be  to  secure  the  approbation  of  God,  and  of  all  the 
friends  of  God.  Hence,  such  a  use  must  be  made  of  the  mammon  of 
unrighteousness,  as  God  and  all  holy  beings  will  approve.  Otherwise, 
the  object  certainly ^is  not  obtained.  It  may  be  observed  then, 

1.  That  if  we  would  make  to  ourselves  friends  of  the  mammon  of 
unrighteousness,  we  must  use  it  honestly^  or  justly.  All  unrighteous¬ 
ness  is  sin,  and  all  sin  is  displeasing  to  God,  and  to  the  friends  of  God. 
Dealing  justly  stands  firsts  in  the  enumeration  of  those  things,  which 
the  Lord  requires.  What  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do 
justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God  ?”  Indeed, 
the  most  rigid  regard  to  justice,  or  honesty  in  our  dealings,  one  with 
another,  is  most  imperiously  demanded  by  the  law  of  love.  All  things 
whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to 
them.”  No  man  would  that  another  should  do. him  wrong.  Hence 
every  one  should  carefully  guard  against  doing  wrong  to  another  ;  else, 
he  certainly  cannot  do  to  others,  as  he  would  that  they  should. do  to 
him.  And  how  little  any  one  may  reasonably  hope  to  make  friends  of 
the  mammon  of  unrighteousness,  who  deals  unjustly  with  bis  neighbors, 
in  any  way,  every  one  must  really  perceive,  who  considers  what  are 
the  ordinary  feelings  of  mankind,  towards  those,  who  they  imagine, 
have  done  them  wrong.  If  one  indulges  an  apprehension,  that  anoth-. 
er  has  oppressed  him,  that  he  has  gained  of  him  by  extortion  ;  that  he 
has  taken  undue  advantage  of  his  necessities  to  obtain  an  unreasonable 
price  for  any  commodity,  which  he  urgently  needed,  or  unreasonable 
and  unlawful  interest  for  a  loan  of  money  ;  if,  in  short,  he  feels  that 
his  neighbor  has  dealt  hardly  by  him,  it  is  well  known,  that  the  feel¬ 
ings  which  are  indulged  on  such  occasions,  are  very  far  from  being 
those  of  friendship.  If,  indeed,  any  thing  like  friendship  is  felt,  to¬ 
wards  such  a  person,  at  least,  it  is  not  on  account  of  that  transaction. 
Even  thougt^  all  has  been  done  according  to  agreement,  in  the  case, 
and  the  person  who  feels  that  he  has  been  dealt  hardly  by,  is  yet  sen¬ 
sible,  that  it  was  on  the  whole,  better  for  him  to  deal  with  his  neigh¬ 
bour,  on  such  terms,  than  it  would  have  been,  in  his  circumstances, 
not  to  deal  with  him  at  all  ;  yet  he  cannot  feel  as  though  he  was  kindly 
used  ;  and  no  friend  is  made,  in  such  a  case,  of  the  mammon  of  un¬ 
righteousness.  If  this  man  is  a  Christian,  or  if  be  becomes  a  Christian, 
tl^  transaction  can  lay  no  foundation  in  his  mind,  for  welcoming  his 
neighbor  to  everlasting  habitations.  And  if  direct  fraud  is  practised 
to  obtain  undue  advantage,  the  case  is  made,  perhaps,  still  worse.  It 
must  be  remembered,  too,  that  if  real  oppression  or  extortion  is  prac¬ 
tised,  or  a  fellow  creature  is  really  dealt  unreasonably  or  hardly  with, 
the  transaction  will  be,  at  least,  as  far  from  securing  friends  in  heaven, 
as  it  can  be  from  securing  them  on  earth.  The  gentle  sigh  of  the  in¬ 
jured  sufferer  will  not  fail  to  reach  the  enr  of  the  Lord  of  Sabbaotb, 
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and  to  awaken  his  displeasure  against  him  who  has  done  the  wrbng. 
Even  if  the  sufferer  makes  no  complaint,  the  Lord  sees,  and  must  be 
displeased,  with  the  injurious  transaction.  And  it  is  a  standing  law  of 
Jehovah,  that  the  unrighteous  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  glory. 
•Nor,  let  it  be  remembered,  will  any  liberality  to  the  poor,  or  in  sup¬ 
port  of  benevolent  or  even  of  divine  institutions,  ever  make  amends 
for  acts  of  injustice.  Tbe  Lord  has  expressly  declared  that  he  hates 
robbery  for  burnt  offering.  No  fruits  ot  extortion  or  oppression,  no 
wages  of  unrighteousness,  no  dishonest  gains,  no  dues  unjustly  with- 
^  holderi  frotn  lawful  creditors,  applied  to  benevolent  or  religious  pur¬ 
poses,  can  be  accepted  with  him,  who  loves  righteousness  and  hates 
iniquity.  When  Zacheus  became  a  disciple  of  Christ,  he  said.  Lord, 
the  half  of  my  goods  I  give  to  the  poor,  and  if  I  have  taken  any  thing 
,from  any  man  by  false  accusation,  behold  1  restore  him  fourfold. 
Then  our  Lord  replied,  This  day  is  salvation  come  to  this  house. 
But  though  he  had  bestowed  half  his  goods  to  teed  the  poor,  unless  he 
had  made  ample  restitution  also,  if  indeed  he  had  taken  any  thing 
'  wrongfull}^,  it  could  have  availed  him  nothing.  In  short,  if  we  would 
secure  to  ourselves  such  friends,  as  will  welcome  us  to  the  kingdom  of 
glory,  we  must,  in  all  things,  use  the  righteous  mammon  honestly. 

2.  If  we  would  make  to  ourselves  friends  of  the  mammon  of  un¬ 
righteousness,  we  must  employ  it  to  some  useful  purpose.  The  things 
of  this  world  must  be  used,  as  not  abusing  them.  There  are  many 
persons  in  the  world,  who  have  very  little  to  bestow,  in  acts  of  kind¬ 
ness  to  the  poor  ;  and  who,  if  asked  to  contribute  something  in  favor  of 
religious  and  charitable  institutions,  are  ready  to  demand,  To  what 
purpose  is  this  waste  ?**  and  who,  it  may  be,  cannot  find  it  in  their 
hearts  to  pay  a  few  cents  for  the  support  of  the  gospel,  even  in  the 
place  where  they  live,  and  much  less  for  sending  it  to  the  heathen,  who 
yet  very  easilyfind  the  means  of  spending  many  dollars  a  year,  for 
purposes,  which  are  not  only  useless,  but  much  worse  than  useless, 
to  themselves  and  to  others.  They  take  the  bounties  of  divine 
providence,  the  good  things  of  which  the  Lord  has  constituted  them 
^  his  stewards,  and  consume  them  upon  their  lusts.  They  spend  them, 
it  may  be,  in  intemperance,  in  gaming,  or  in  idle  amusements,  which 
do  no  good.  Now,  it  must  surely  be  obvious,  that  of  what  is  consumed 
in  this  way,  no  friends  are  made,  who  will  receive  them  into  everlas¬ 
ting  habitations.  It  wipes  away  no  tear  from  afBiction*s  eye  ;  it  brin^ 
i  .  no  news  of  salvation  to  those  who  are  ready  to  perish  ;  it  does  no- 

j  thing  to  advance  the  glory  of  God  ;  nothing  to  advance  the  everlas¬ 

ting  happiness  of  the  souls  of  men.  What  friend,  then,  on  this  ac-^ 
count,  will  stand  ready  to  welcome  them  to  the  kingdom  of  glory  ? 
Scarcely  are  the  treasures  of  the  miser  employed  to  any  better  pur¬ 
pose.  If  they  do  less  harm,  they  do  as  little  good.  And  often  are 
they  so  employed  to  increase  the  ill-gotten  store,  that  they  even  do 
more  harm  than  V'hat  is  wastefully  squandered  by  the  prodigal.  Most 
certainly,  however,  if  we  would  make  to  ourselves  friends  of  the 
i  unrighteous  mammon,  we  must  employ  it  in  some  way,  that  it  may  do 

'  I  good.  If  no  one'  is  benefitted  ;  if  nothing  is  done  which  tends  to 

I  promote  the  cause  of  happiness,  no  friend,  surely,  can  be  secured. 

Nor  is  this  all.  If  we  would  make  friends  of  the  mammon  of  un*> 
righteousness,  we  must  be  disposed, 
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3.  To  use  the  things  of  this  world  entrusted  to  our  care,  with  libe^ 
rality.  I  say  we  must  be  disposed  to  use  them  with  liberality  ;  for 
all  have  not  the  means  of  being  liberal,  by  actual  benefactions,  or  of¬ 
ferings  to  the  Lord,  to  any  large  extent.  But,  if  there  be  first  a 
willing  mind,  a  man  is  accepted  according  to  what  he  hath,  and  not 
according  to  what  he  hath  not.  Though  honesty  or  justice  is  indis¬ 
pensably  requisite,  if  we  would  secure  to  ourselves  friends,  who  will 
welcome  us  to  future  glory,  yet  this,  merely,  is  not  enough.  Nor  is 
it  enough,  that  the  good  tlungs  of  this  world  are  employed  in  some 
way,  which  may  be,  in  some  measure,  useful  to  the  public,  while  the 
great  object  of  the  proprietor  is  merely  to  benefit  himself.  If  rigid 
justice  and  such  kind  of  usefulness  should  be  sufficient  to  preserve  a  man 
from  having  the  curses  of  the  poor  around  him  heaped  upon  his 
head,  yet  surely  these  will  not  draw  him  the  blessing  of  many,  who 
were  ready  to  perish.  If  a  brother  or  sister  be  naked  and  destitute  of^ 
daily  food,  someone  may  say  to  him.  Depart  in  peace,  be  ye  warmed 
'and  filled,  while,  shutting  up  his  bowels  of  compassion  from  him,  he 
gives  him  none  of  those  things,  which  are  needful  for  the  body,  who,  at 
the  same  time,  means  to  be  strictly  honest,  and  who  really  would  not 
wrong  this  poor  brother,  nor  any  other  man,  a  single  cent,  and  who  is  al- 
^0,  in  some  way,  usefully  employed.  But,  in  such  a  case,  what  do  his 
honesty,  or  his  kind  expressions,  or  even  his  usefulness  to  the  public, 
profit  the  needy  brother  ?  And  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in 
him  Notwithstanding  his  honesty,  his  expressions  of  kindness,  and 
his  usefulness  in  some  way,  which  is  to  his  own  pecuniary  advantage, 
-his  poor  brother  may  go  shivering  with  cold,  or  famishing  with  hun¬ 
ger,  from  his  neighbor’s  dooK  And  if  he  does  not  curse  this  neigh¬ 
bor,  for  withholding  bis  charity,  he  surely  does  not  bless  him,  nor  pray 
God  to  bless  hxm^  for  bestowing  it.  But  the  liberal  deviseth  liberal 
things  ;  and  by  liberal  things  shall  he  stand.  Blessed  is  he  that  con- 
sidereth  the  poor ;  the  Lord  will  deliver  him  in  time  of  trouble.” 
When  we  look  to  our  Lord’s  account  of  the  process  of  the  day  of  judg¬ 
ment,  we  do  not  find  him  bidding  any -welcome  to  his  kingdom  prepar¬ 
ed  for  them,  merely  because  they  had  not  practised  fraud,  or  extortion, 
or  oppression  ;  or  because  they  had  been  useful  to  others  in  some  way, 
which  had  increased  their  own  wealth  ;  but  his  language  is,  I  was  an 
hungered,  and  ye  gave  me  meat ;  I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink  ; 

I  was  a  stranger  and  ye  took  me  in  ;  Naked  ye  clothed  me  ;  1  was 
sick^  and  ye  visited  me  ;  I  was  in  prison  and  ye  came  unto  me. — Inas¬ 
much  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren, 
ye  have  done  it  unto  me.”  And  if  these  things  are  so  approved  of 
God,  and  secure  his  favor,  shall  they  not  certainly  secure  the  friend¬ 
ship  of  bis  people,  on  whom  the  charity  is  bestowed.  And  if  acts  of 
kindness  and  charity,  bestowed  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  temporal 
wants,  and  promoting  temporal  comfort,  are  so  kindly  and  graciously 
accepted,  can  it  be  supposed,  that  those  acts  of  beneficence,  which  are 
directed  to  promote  the  eternal  welfare  of  immortal  souls,  and  the  ad- 
.yancement  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom,  and  the  glory  of  God,  are  less 
favorably  received  ?  We  are  however,  under  no  necessity  of  depend¬ 
ing  on  inference.  Surely,  the  man  who  feels,  that  another  has  been 
the  benevolent  and  honoured  instrument  of  bringing  the  salvation  of 
the  gospel  to  him,  can  never  fail  to  feel  an  affection  for  him,  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  benefit  received.  And  how  God  regards  those,  who  tru- 
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ly  honour  him,  by  liberally  supporting  those  institutions,  which  are  de¬ 
signed  to  advance  the  glory  of  his  name,  and  the  salvation  of  mankind^ 
we  are  plainly  taught  in  his  holy  word.  Honor  the  Lord  with  thy 
substance,  jmd  with  the  first  fruits  of  all  thine  increase  ;  so  shall  thy. 
barns  be  filled  with  plenty,  and  thy  presses  shall  burst  out  with  new 
wine.  '  Indeed,  the  temporal  prosperity  of  Israel  was  made  to  depend 
very  much,  on  the  manner,  in  which  the  public  institutions  of  religion 
were  supported.  Hence  we  find,  after  the  return  of  the  Jews  from 
the  Babylonish  captivity,  they  were  frowned  upon,  because  they  did 
not  set  about  building  the  house  of  the  Lord.  Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
This  people  say.  The  time  is  not  come,  the  time- that  the  Lord’s 
house  should  be  built.  Then  came  the  word  of  the  Lord  by  Haggai 
the  prophet,  saying,  Is  U  time  for  you,  O  ye,  to  dwell  in  your  ceiled 
houses,  and  this  house  lie  waste  ?  Now,  therefore.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts ;  Consider  your  ways.  Ye  have  sown  much,  and  bring 
in  little  ;  ye  eat,  but  ye  have  not  enough  ;  ye  drink,  but  ye  are  not 
filled  with  drink  ;  ye  clothe  you,  but  there  is  none  warm ;  and  he  that 
earneth  wages,  enrneth  wages  to  put  it  into  a  bag  with  holes.  Thus 
saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.  Consider  your  ways.  Go  up  to  the  mountain, 
and  bring  wood,  and  build  the  house  ;  and  i  will  t^e  pleasure  in  it, 
and  I  will  be  glorified,  saith  the  Lord.  Ye  looked  for  much,  and  lo  it 
came  to  little;  and  when  ye  brought  it  home,  I  did  blow,  upon  it. 
Why?  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.  Because  of  mine  bouse  that  is  waste, 
and  ye  run  every  man  unto  hts  own  house.  Therefore  the  heaven 
over  you  is  stayed  from  dew,  and  the  earth  is  stayed  from  her  fruit. 
And  1  called  for  drought  upon  the  land,  and  upon  the  mountains,  and 
upon  the  corn,  and  upon  the  new  wine,  and  upon  the  oil,  and  upon 
that  which  the  ground  bringeth  forth,  and  upon  men,  and  upon  cattle,, 
and  upon  all  the  labor  of  the  hands.”  Accordingly,  w'hen  they  set 
about  this  good  work  of  building  the  temple,  the  Lord  returned  to 
bless  them.  Consider  now  from  this  day  and  upward,  from  the  four 
and  twentieth  day  of  the  ninth  month,  even  from.the  day  that  the  foun-. 
dation  of  the  Lord’s  temple  was  laid,  consider  it.  Is  the  seed  yet  in 
the  bam  ?  yea,  as  yet  the  vine,  and  the  fig-tree,  and  the  pomgranate, 
and  the  olive-tree,,  hath  not  brought  forth  :  from  this  day  will  i  bless 
you.”  And,  afterwards,  in  the  time  of  the  prophet  Malachi,  neglect¬ 
ing  to  pay  their  tithes  subjected  them  to  divine  displeasure  ;  and  the 
Lord  thus  reasoned  with  them,  “  Will  a  man  rob  God  ?  Yet  ye  have 
robbed  me.  But  ye  say,  wherein  have  we  robbed  thee  ?  In  tythes  and 
offerings.  Ye  are  cursed  with  a  curse* ;  for  ye  have  robbed  me,, 
even  ^is  whole  nation.  Bring  ye  all  the  tythes  into  the 
store  house,  that  there  may  be  meat  in  mine  house  and  prove  me  now 
herewith,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  if  I  will  not  open  unto  you  the  win¬ 
dows  of  heaven  and  pour  you  out  a  blessing,  that  there  shall  not  be 
room  enough  to  receive  it.  And  I  will  rebuke  the  devourer  for  your 
sakes,  and  he  shall  not  destroy  the  fruits  of  your  ground ;  neither  shiiU 
your  vine  cast  her  fruit  beibre  the  time,  ia  the  field,  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts.”  And  how  graciously  even  very  small  offerings  to  the  Lord 
are  received,  when  this  is  all  there  is  ability  to  bestow,  we  learn  from 
our  Lord’s  commendation  of  the  poor  widow,  whom  he  saw  coasting 
her  two  mites  into  the  Lord’s  treasury.  **  And  he  looked  up,  and  saw 
the  rich  men  casting  their  gifts  into  the  treasury.  And  he  saw  also,  a 
certain  poor  widow  casting  in  thither  two  mites.  And  he  said.  Of  a 
truth  1  say  unto  you,  this  poor  widow  bath  cast  in  more  than  they  all. 
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For,  all  these  have  of  their  abundance,  cast  into  the  offerings  of  God } 
but  she  of  her  penury  hath  cast  in  all  the  living  that  she' had.”  Did 
not  this  poor  widow  make  to  herself  friends  of  the  mammon  of  un¬ 
righteousness,  by  casting  her  all  into  the  Lord’s  treiisury,  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  his  institutions,  and  casting  herself  upon  his  care  for  her  daily 
bread  ?  Is  it  probable  she  was  ever  the  poorer,  even  in  respect  to  the 
things  of  this  life,  for  what  she  did  on  that  occasion  ?  May  not  others 
also  make  to  themselves  friends,  in  a  similar  way,  while  they  contrib¬ 
ute  of  their  substance  to  support  the  institutions  of  the  gospel,  in  our 
own  land  ;  and  to  send  its  saving  blessings  to  the  heathen,  who  are  per¬ 
ishing  for  lack  of  vision  ?  If  we  take  the  Bible  for  our  rule,  we  shall 
hrirdly  doubt,  whether  this  is  a  duty,  'which  our  Lord  requires ;  and  if 
we  taie  the  Bible  for  our  encounigement,  we  shall  scarcely  indulge 
any  apprehension,  that  we  shall  ever  be  the  poorer,  even  as  to  the 
things  of  this  life,  for  cheerfully  performing,  with  benevolent  and  up¬ 
right  views,  all  that  is  required ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  we  make  to 
ourselves  many  friends,  who  shall  receive  us,  when  we  fail,  into  ever¬ 
lasting  habitations. 

But,  it  must  not  be  forgotten, 

4.  That  if  we  would  make  to  ourselves  friends  of  the  mammon  of 
unrighteousness,  who  shall  receive  us  into  everlasting  habitations,  we 
must  use  these  ihinge  justly^  usefully ^  and  liberally^  under  the  influence 
of  love  to  God,  and  love  to  men,  with  a  view  to  the  divine  glory.  One 
apostolic  direction  is,  Whether  ye  eat,  or  drink,  or  whatever  ye  do, 
do  all  to  the  glory  of  God.  This  direction  must  surely  apply  to  all 
acts  of  kindness  and  liberality  to  our  fellow  men,  and  to  all  that  is  done^ 
with  any  reference  to  the  advancement  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom. ' 
We  should  aim  at  the  glory  of  God.  And  that  we  may  do  this  truly, 
our  hearts  must  be  warmed  with  love  to  him,  and  to  his  precious  cause. 
That  this  is  necessary  in  order  to  our  doing  any  thing,  acceptably,  the 
apostle  expressly  teaches,  where  he  says  :  “  Though  I  speak  with  the 
tongues  of  men  and  of  angels,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  become  as 
sounding  brass,  or  a  tinkling  cymbal.  And  though  I  have  all  faith,  so 
that  I  could  remove  mountains,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  nothing. 
And,”  which  is  especially  to  my  purpose,  ‘though  I  bestow  all  my 
goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  though  1  give  my  body  to  be  burned,  and 
have  not  charity,  it  profitethme  nothing.”  It  follows,  certainly,  that 
there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  making  Iriends  of  the  mammon  of  un- 
righteousnes,  who  will  receive  us  into  everlasting  habitations,  without 
love. 

^  But,  let  us  use  the  things  of  this  world  honestly,  usefully,  and  libe¬ 
rally,  doing  good  to  all  men  as  we  have  opportunity,  performing  all 
those  acts  of  kindness  and  beneficence,  which  come  in  our  way,  and 
doing  all  in  our  power  to  promote  the  spread  of  the  gospel,  and  the 
salvation  of  precious  souls  ;  let  us  do  this,  under  the  influence  of  love 
to  God  and  love  to  men,  and  then  shall  we  make  friends  of  all  that 
great  number  of  glorified  saints,  who  have  already  gone  before  us  to 
heaven  ;  of  all  the  saints  on  earth  ;  and  especially  of  those,  who  may 
have  been  benefitted  by  our  liberality  ;  we  shall  make  friends  of  all 
the  angels  in  glory  ;  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  will  be  our  friend ;  and 
God  the  Father  will  own  us  as  bis  friends  ;  and  at  last,  when  we  shall 
have  done  with  all  things,  here,  below,  all  these  friends  will  re¬ 
ceive  us,  •  and  bid  us  a  joyful  welcome,  to  everlasting  habitations 
in  heaven.  This,  surely,  must  be  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of 
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f^OTjj  to  be  met  at  the  gate  of  heaven,  by  many  a  . saint,  whose 
heart,  while  in  this  world,  was  cheered  by  acts  of  kindness  per¬ 
formed  by  us  to  relieve  his  temporal  wants,  or  to  furnish  him 
with  the  means  of  becoming  wise  unto  salvation,  and  welcomed  to 
that  rest,  'to  which  he  has  gone  before  us  ;  to  be  met  by  one  and 
another,  from  among  the  heathen,  who  now  dwell  in  distant  re* 
gions,  to  whom  we,  oursojves^  with  others,  have  been  instrumental  in 
sending  the  word  of  life,  and  of  calling  them  out  of  darkness  into  mar¬ 
vellous  light,  that  they,  too,  might  obtain  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ, 
with  eternal  glory  ;  to  be  met  by  myriads  of  angels,  who  have  beheld, 
with  joy,  all  that  we  have  done,  to  comfort  those  heirs  of  salvation,  to 
whom  themselves  have  ministered  ;  and  to  send  salvation  to  those, 
who  were  ready  to  perish  ;  to  be  conducted  by  them  to  the  judgment 
seat  of  Christ,  and  there  to  hear  from  his  lips,  the  joyful  welcome, 
“  Well  done  good  and  faithful  servants  ; — enter  ye  into  the  joy  of 
your  Lord.  Come  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  pre¬ 
pared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  For  1  was  an  hunger¬ 
ed,  and  ye  gave  me  meat  ;  I  was  thirsty  and  ye  gave  me  drink. — In¬ 
asmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren, 
ye  have  done  it  unto  me.”  This,  I  say,  must  be,  indeed,  joy  un- 
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FOR  THE  EVANGELIST, 
ox  THE  DIVINE  GOVERNMENT. 

“  The  Lord  reigneth  ;  let  the  earth  r^oicerJ*^ 

There  is  no  subject  in  the  whole  system  of  Theology  of  more  im¬ 
portance,  perhaps,  than  the  government  of  God  ;  and  none  better 
calculated  to  discover  to  us  the  real  temper  of  our  hearts.  A  clear 
and  scriptural  exhibition  of  the  divine  government  never  fails  to  ex¬ 
cite  the  approbation  of  the  righteous  ;  and  to  call  into  exercise  the 
enmity  of  the  wicked.  Every  good  man  will  cheerfully  adopt  the 
language  of  the  Psalmist,  and  say,  “  The  Lord  reigneth  ;  let  the 
earth  rejoice.”  Jehovah  is  here  exhibited  to  our  view  in  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  king,  who  reigns,  with  sovereign  sway,  over  all  worlds  and 
all  their  inhabitiuits.  As  far  as  creation  b«is  been  spread  abro;id,  so 
far  bis  kingdom  extends.  And  his  government  is  manifestly  coex¬ 
tensive  with  his  kingdom.  To  admit  that  the  latter  is  universal,  and 
yet  deny  the  universality  of  the  former,  involves  a  palpable  absurdity. 
For  whatever  is  not  under  the  government  of  God,  certainly  forms  no 
part  of  his  kingdom.  14*  his  kingdom  includes  heaven  and  *  all  its 
inhabitants,  his  government  extends  to  them  all.  If  it  includes  earth 
and  all  its  inhabitants,  his  government  extends  to  them  all.  If  it  in¬ 
cludes  all  those  shining  orbs  that  bespangle  the  hrmament,  his  govern¬ 
ment  extends  to  them  all.  Or  if  it  includes  every  microscopic  insect, 
every  particle  of  dust  that  floats  in  the  air,  and  every  drop  of  water 
in  the  spacious  sea,  then  his  government  extends  to  all  these  minute 
ol^ects.  He  regulates  the  whole  and  all  its  parts,  whether  animate  or 
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iDanimate,  rational  or  irrational.  “  lie  governs  a  fly  no  less  than  an  ^ 
archangel,  and  an  atom  than  a  world.”  j 

With  many  it  is  a  favorite  sentiment,  that  small  objects  and  trifling  " 
events  are  not  under  the  government  of  God.  While  they  profess  to 
believe  that  he  goVerns  in  the  most  important  affairs,  they  suppose 
that  those  ol  a  trifling  nature  are  not  under  his  direction  ;  that  with 
these  he  does  not  concern  himself,  as  being  unworthy  of  his  notice. 

But  what  is  the  consequence  of  such  a  sentiment  ?  Unquestionably, 
it  leads  to  a  complete  denial  of  the  government  of  Jehovah.  For  if  | 
he  does  not  concern  himself  with  the  smallest  events,  what  evidence  , 
can  we  have,  that  he  governs  in  the  most  important  ?  Do  we  not 
find  that  the  most  trifling  occurrences  are  often  pregnant  witli  conse¬ 
quences  the  most  extensive  and  interesting  ?  Do  not  events,  which 
arfect  the  welfare,  not  only  of  individuals,  but  of  whole  nations,  some¬ 
times  grow  out  of  incidents  apparently  the  most  trivial  ?  The  most 
skilful  general,  that  ever  wielded  a  sword,  may  be  “  strangled  by  a  I 
hair.”  His  death  may  occasion  the  loss  of  his  army  ;  and  the  loss  of  ! 
the  army  may  occasion  the  overthrow  of  an  extensive  empire.  The  j 
smallest  particle  of  dust  that  floats  in  the  air,  may  be  suflicient  to  put 
a  period  to  the  life  of  the  most  powerful  monarch,  or  the  greatest 
statesman,  that  ever  existed.  And  who  can  calculate  the  consequences 
of  such  an  event  ?  It  may  extend  its  influence  through  the  greater 
part  of  the  known  world.  Who  then  will  venture  to  say,  that  eve-  [ 
ry  particle  of  dust  is  not  under  the  government  of  God  ?  Or  R 
who  will  presume  to  say,  that  every  spark  of  fire  is  not  un-  I 
der  his  government  ?  We  certainly  do  not  need  to  be  inform-  | 
ed  that  a  single  spark  may  be  suflicient  to  burn  a  w'hole  city  ;  and 
thus,  not  only  reduce  multitudes  to  poverty,  but  send  many  into  the  ( 
eternal  world.  And  are  we  to  suppose,  that  the  government  of  God  \ 
has  no  concern  in  such  events  ?  If  so,  it  will  be  diflicult  to  point 
out  any,  in  which  his  governing  agency  is  concerned.  Do  we  wish  for 
further  evidence  of  the  wonderful  concatenation  of  events  ?  let  us 
look,  for  a  moment,*  at  Jacob’s  partiality  for  his  son  Joseph*  Separate-  F 
ly  considered,  it  appears  a  trifling  incident ;  but  when  we  trace  it  in  ? 
its  consequences,  wc  are  filled  with  amazement  at  the  number  and 
importance  of  the  events,  to  which  it  gave  rise.  It  was  the  first  link  fc 
in  a  series  of  dispensations,  which  illustriously  display  the  perfections  I 
of  Jehovah ;  communicate  the  most  interesting  instruction  to  his 
church  ;  and  by  means  of  which  his  name  will  be  declared  throughout  i 
all  the  earth.”  I 

If  then,  the  government  of  the  Most  High  extends  to  any  of  his  I 
creatures,  it  doubtless  extends  to  them  all.  If  be  directs  any  event,  I 
he  unquestionably  directs  all  that  take  place.  This  is  a  plain  dictate  of  | 
reason,  and  unanswerably  confirmed  by  the  express  declarations  of 
Scripture.  We  are  there  assured,  that  Jehovah  “is  the  Governor  | 
among  the  nations  ;  tliat  his  kingdom  ruleth  over  all ;  that  he  doeth  t 
his  pleasure  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  | 
earth  ;  and  worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will.” 

“  Are  not  two  sparrow’s,”  said  Jesus  Christ,  “  sold  for  a  farthing  ; 
and  not  one  of  them  shall  fall  to  the  ground  without  your  Father. 
And  the  hairs  of  your  heads  are  all  numbered.”  The  sacred  writers  ; 
keep  in  view  the  government  of  God,  in  all  the  events  that  take  . 
place  ;  and  never  permit  us  to  lose  sight  of  the  superintending,  con- 
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trolling;  directing  agency  of  him,  of  whom,  and  throngh  whom,  and 
to  whom,' are  all  things.” 

And  if  his  government  is  thus  universal,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  that 
it  must  lay  a  proper  foundation  for  joy.  This  will  appear  if  we  con¬ 
sider, 

1.  Thatheis,  every  way,  qualified  to  govern.  It  would  be  infi¬ 
nitely  dreadful,  indeed,  if  the  universe,  vast  and  extensive  as  it  is, 
and  containing  such  an  innumerable  multitude  of  intelligent  creatures, 
w'ere  under  the^  government  of  a  Being  deficient  in  the  requisite  quali¬ 
fications^  This,  however,  is  so  far  from  being  the  case  with  Jehovah, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  of  any  desirable  qualification,  that  he 
does  not  possess,  and  that,  in  an  unlimited  degree. 

Is  it  desirable,  that  the  Governor  of  the  universe  should  be  con¬ 
stantly  with  all  his  creatures  whom  he  governs  ?  Jehovah  is  omni¬ 
present.  As  his  government  extends  to  all  worlds  and  all  their  in¬ 
habitants  ;  so  his  presence  pervades  them  all.  In  this  respect,  he  is 
distinguished  from  all  other  governors.  No  earthly  monarch  can  be 
with  M  his  subjects  ;  or  personally  inspect  every  part  of  his  domin¬ 
ions.  He  is  obliged  to  trust  many  things  to  the  management  of 


others  ;  and  consequently,  though  he  should  be  ever  so  well  dispo¬ 
sed,  many  abuses  must  be  expected  to  occur.  But  Jehovah  has  his 
eye  continually  on  every  creature,  and  on  every  event.  The  good 
have  no  reason  to  fear  being*  overlooked  :  and  vain  are  all  the  ex¬ 
pectations  of  the  wicked,  that  they  shall  be  able  to  elude  his  omnipres¬ 
ent  inspection.  For  *’*'  there  is  no  darkness,  nor  shadow  of  death 
where  the  workers  of  iniquity  may  hide  themselves.” 

'  Is  it  desirable  that  the  Governor  of  the  universe  should  possess 
unlimited  wisdom,  and  all-comprehensive  knowledge  ?  Jehovah  is 
wise  in  heart,  and  his  understanding  is  infinite.”  He  sees  **  the  end 
from  the  beginning,  and  from  ancient  Ume8,^e  things  that  are  not  yet 
done.”  Of  all  possible  plans,  he  knows,  with  unerring  certainty,  that 
which  is  best.  The  resources  of  his  wisdom  are  boundless  ;  nor 
can  he  ever  be  at  a  loss  to  accomplish  his  purposes.  In  vain  his 
enemies  employ  their  sagacity  to  defeat  his  designs.  He  taketh  the 
wise  in  their  own  craftiness  ;  and  the  counsel  of  the  froward  is  carried 
headlong.” 

Is  it  desirable  that  the  Governor  of  >  the  Universe  should  possess 
almighty  power  ?  Jehovah  is  omnipotent  :  and  nothing,  which  his 
own  glory,  or  the  l\ighest  good  of  his  kingdom  requires,  can  be  too 
bard  for  him  to  perform.  His  enemies  may  indeed  combine  their 
opposition.;  but  what  effectual  resistance  can  they  makk  to  him  who 
looketh  on  the  earth,  and  it  trembleth  ;  who  toucheth  the  mountains 
and  they  smoke  ?” 

Is  it  desirable  that  the  Governor  of  the  universe  should  possess 
perfect  holiness,  justice,  goodness,  and  truth  ?  These  are  all  ascribed 
to  Jehovah  in  the  scriptures,  and  exercised  and  displayed  in  bis 
government  of  the  world.  And  if  be  possesses  every  requisite  quali- 
ficationfor  governing,  then,  we  are  constrained  to  admit  that  his  gov¬ 
ernment  furnishes  just  cause  for  joy.  This  will  more  clearly  appear 
if  we  consider, 

2.  That  under  his  government  the  greatest  possible  good  will  be 
produced.  This  is  sufficiently  evident  from  the  brief  view,  which 
we  have  just  taken  of  his  perfection^  and  qualifications  for  governing. 
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If  his  wisdom  is  infinite,  he  must,  in  all  cases,  know  what  is  best  ;  U 
his  goodness  is  boundless,  he  must  invariably  choose  what  is  best ;  and 
if  his  power  is  omnipotent,  he  cannot  fail  to  accomplish  all  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  his  infinite  wisdom  and  unlimited  benevolence.  This  then, 
amounts  to  a  demonstration,  that  all  things  will- eventually  issue  in  his 
glory,  and  the  highest  good  of  his  kingdom.  If  his  government  were 
not  perfect  ;  if  it  did  not  comprehend  every  event  that  takes  place, 
we  could  have  no  reason  to  expect .  that  all  things  ,  would  terminate 
well.  Whether  good  or  evil  would  finally  prevail,  no  man  could  even 
conjecture.  But  since  his  government  is  absolutely  perfect,  we  have 
the  highest  possible  evidence,  that  all  things  vrill  work  together  for 
good,  to  them  that  love  his  holy  name.  The  interests  of  the  universe 
cannot  but  be  safe  under  a  government,  conducted  by  almighty  power, 
combined  with  infinite  wisdom  and  bei^volence.  And  what  truth  can 
be  more  delightful  than  this  ?  What  truth  better  calculated  to  calm 
the  fears,  and  elevate  the  hopes  of  good  men  ;  to  inspire  them  with 
confidence  in  the  darkestscenes  ;  and  lead  them  to  exult  in  the  pros¬ 
pects  before  them  ?  The  infinite  perfection  of  the  Divine  Govern¬ 
ment  spreads  a  light  over  this  dark  and  guilty  world  of  ours,  and 
calls  on  heaven  and  earth  to  rejoice  “  that  the  Lord  reigneth.” 

In  view  of  what  has  been  said  we  may  remark, 

1.  That  the  government  of  God  is  entirely  consistent  with  free 
agency.  Though  he  governs  all  creatures,  yet  he  governs  them  in  a 
way  perfectly  adapted  to  their  respective  natures.  He  governs  the 
inanimate  part  of  the  creation,  by  the  laws  of  cohesion  and  gravitation. 
He  governs  the  irrational  animals,  by  those  instinctive  appetites  and  dis¬ 
positions,  which  he  has  implanted  in  their  natures.  And  he  governs  ra- 
rational  creatures  by  those  motives  which  he  brings  into  their  view,  in  the 
course  of  his  universal  providence.  Under  the  influence  of  these,  they 
voluntarily  choose  and  re(use  ;  and  act,  in  all  respects,  with  the  most  per¬ 
fect  freedom.  This,  so  far  as  it  respects  ourselves,  we  know  to  be  true  by 
our  own  experience.  Though  we  are  sensible  that  we  live  under  the 
government  of  God  ;  yet  we  are  all  conscious  that  it  does  not;  in  the 
least,  infringe  our  liberty.  For  the  justice  of  this  remark,  I  appeal 
to  the  breast  of  every  reader.  Do  you  not  feel  that  you  act  freely  ; 
that  you  can  choose  and  refuse  ;  and  do  as  you  please  ?  Are  you  not 
conscious,  that  in  your  volitions  and  exercises,  you  experience  no  co¬ 
ercion  or  restraint  ?  If  so,  you  have  the  testimony  of  your  experi- 
^fce,  that  the  government  of  God  does  not  destroy,  nor,  in  the  small¬ 
est  degree  abridge,  your  liberty.  And  for  what  more  convincing  tes¬ 
timony  can  you  wish,  than  that  of  your  own  experience  ?  If  this  does 
not  satisfy  you,  what  would  ? 

2.  In  view  of  what  has  been  said  we  may  remark,  that  those  who 
have  no  objection  to  the  govemmentf^f  God,  can  have  no  real  objec¬ 
tion  to  his  having  decreed  whatsoever  comes  to  pass.”  For  the 
decrees  of  God  are  nothing  more  than  that  infinitely  wise  and 
holy  plan,  which  he  formed  in  his  own  mind,  before  he  laid  the  foun¬ 
dations  of  the  earth  ;  and  in  exact  conformity  to  which,  he  has  ever 
governed  the  universe.  In  governing  the  world,  God  does  nothing,  I 
less  or  more,  than  execute  his  decrees  ;  and  thus  carry  into  effect  the  | 
perfect  plan,  which  he  formed  in  eternity..  .Hence,  we  have  been  I 
early  ^  and  indeed  justly  taught,  that  ‘‘  God  executeth  his  decrees,  ini 
the  works  of  creation  and  providence  ;  and  that  his  “  works  of ‘provi-  i 
dence  are  his  most  holy,  wise  and  powerful  preserving  and  governing  I 
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all  his  creatures  and  all  their  aetionsJ*^  Now  if  you  have  no  objection 
to  the  government  of  God,  what  possible  objection  can  you  have  to 
his  decrees,  which  are  executed  by  his  government  ?  The  fact  is, 

I  that  all  the  objections,  which  are  professedly  made  against  the  divine 
decrees,  are  in  reality  made  against  the  divine  government.  For  a 
decree  that  is  never  to  be  executed,  no  man  opposes.  No  son  or 
daughter  of  Adam  would  ever  think  of  finding  fault  with  the  decrees 
of  God,  if  they  were  never  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

'  Accordingly,  if  we  descend  to  a  particular  examination  of  those 

I  objections,  which  are  usually  urged  against  the  divine  decrees,  they 
1  will  all  fife  found  to  lie,  in  reality,  against  the  divine  government.  It 
I  is  often  objected  to  the  decrees  of  God,  that  they  destroy  the  liberty 
'  men,  and  turn  them  into  mere  machines.  But  it  is  easy  to  per- 
dve,  that  his  decress  are  no  more  inconsistent  with  liberty,  than  his 
>vernment  that  executes  them.  -  If  his  decrees,  when  executed  by 
is  government,  do  not  destroy  the  liberty  .of  creatures,  they  certainly 
innotdo  it  before  they  are  executed,  and  while,  if  1  may  be  permit- 
d  to  use  the  expression,  they  lie  dormant  in  the  Divine  Mind. 

It  has  been  sometimes  said  by  the  opposers  of  decrees,  that  our 
vn  consciousness,  that  we  possess  liberty,  is  alone  a  sufficient  proof 
lat  God  has  not  decreed  our  conduct.  And  it  is  readily  admitted, 
lat  if  our  consciousness,  that  we  possess  liberty,  proves  that  we  are 
)t  under  the  government  of  God,  and  do  not  live  and  move  and 
ive  our  being  in  him,”  it  then  proves  that  he  has  .not  decreed  our 
mduct,  but  not  otherwise. 

It  has  been  often,  and  with  great  confidence  asserted,*  that  it  is  dis- 
>norabie  to  the  character  of  God  to  suppose  that  he  has  decreed 
whatsoever  comes  to  pass.”  But  if  it  is  not  dishonorable  to  his 
mracter  to  suppose  that  he  governs  the  world,  then  surely  it  cannot 
!  dishonorable  to  his  character,  to  suppose  that  he  has  determined 
w  he  will  govern  it.  But  letitbe  remembered,  that  his  having  de- 
rmined,  in  eternity,  how  he  would  govern  the  world,  is  all  that  is 
eant  by  his  decrees.  • 

It  is  frequently  objected  to  the  decrees  of  God,  that  they  make  him 
e  author  of  sin  ;  but  if  his  government,  by  which  '  he  executes  his 
screes,  does  not  make  him  the  author  of  sin,  it  is  self-evident,  that 
s  decrees  cannot.  Nor  indeed  do  either  of  them,  or  both  together, 
ake  him  the  author  of  sin  ;  as  might,  J  trusty  be  satisfactorily  shown, 
ouldtime  permit. 

In  one  word  ;  there  is  no  objection  against  the  decrees  of  God,  but 
bat  lies  equally  against  his  government. .  If  you  can  sincerely  re¬ 
ice,  that  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth,”  you  can  at  the 
me  time  rejoice,  that  he  has  decreed  “  whatsoever  comes  to  pass.” 
3.  In  view  of  what  has  been  sai<J|gwe  may  remark,  that  submission 
the  will  of  God  is  th  all  cases  bur  indispensable  duty.  Though  all 
^knowledge  the  propriety  ' of  submitting  to  his  will  under  evils 
hich  he  himself  inflicts  *;  yet  many  suppose  that  there  is  no  proprie- 
f  at  all,  in  submitting  under  evils,  whioh'are  brought  upon  us  by  the 
ickedness  of  men.  But  such  a  supposition,  when  traced  in  its  con- 
iquences,  involves  a  denial  of  the  government  of  Jehovah.  It  is  in 
feet  saying,  that  men  are  not  under  his  control.  For  if  they  are,  we 
ay  rest  assured,  that  he  will  permit  them  to  bring-  no  evils  ufon  us, 
it  what  we  deserve,  if  notfrom  them,  yet  from  him,  and  but  what 
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he,  x>n  the  whole,  chooses  we  should  suffer.  There  is,  therefor^,!, 
just  as  much  propriety  in  submitting  to  his  will  under  such  evila,  as 
there  is  under  evils  that  are  brought  upon  us,  by  his  own  immediate 
agency.  This  David  felt  in  the  case  of  Shimei  ;  and  therefore  said,  h 
“  Let  him  curse  ;  for  the  Lord  hath  bidden  him.’*  I 

The  duty  of  submission  is  as  extensive  as  the  government  of  God. 

If  no  evil  can  befal  us,  but  what  takes  place  under  his  government,, 
then,  no  evil  can  befal  us,  under  which  it  is  not  our  duty  cheerfully  to 
submiL  If  we  murmur  under  any  calamity  that  we  suffer,  we,  indi¬ 
rectly  at  least,  murmur  against  the  government  of  God. 

4.  If  “  the  Lord  reigneth,”  then  his  gospel  will  ultimately  spread 
through  the  world,  and  subdue  all  nations  to  the  obedience  of  faith. 
This  he  has  expressly  promised  in  his  word  ;  and  though  obstacles, 
insurmountable  by  human  power,  oppose  the  accomplishment  of  his 
promise  ;  yet,  under  his  all-wise  and  all-powerful  government,  all 
these  obstacles  shall  in  due  time  be  removed*,  “  Every  valley  shall 
be  exalted,  every  mountain  and  hill  shall  be  made  low  ;  the  crooked 
shall  be  made  straight  and  the  rough  places  plain  ;  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  shall  be  revealed,  and  all’  flesh  shall  see  it  together  ;  -for  the  ^ 
mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it.”  In  vain  unbelief  multiplies  ob- 
,  jections,  and  exclaims,  “  how  can  these  things  be  ?”  The  faith  of 
the  Christian,  fixing  her  eye  on  the  government  of  Jehovah,  rises  su¬ 
perior  to  all  these  objections  ;  and  beholds  the  gospel,  accompanied 
by  the  Holy  Ghostsent  down  from  heaven,  exerting  dts  transforming 
influence*  on  every  nation,  “  taming  the  Savages  of  the  American  Wil¬ 
derness,  curbing  the  roving  Tartar,  elevating  the  grovelling  Hottentot,” 
and  conveying  light  and  life,  pardon  and  salvation,  to  those  who  have 
long  “  sat  in  darkness,  and  in  the  region  and  shadow  of  death.”  “  AU 
the  ends  of  the  world  shall  remember  and  turn  unto  the  Lord,  and  all 
the  kindreds  of  the  nations  shall  worship  before  him  :  for  the  KING¬ 
DOM  is  the  Lords  ;  and  he  is  the  GOVERNOR  among  the  Nations.” 
‘Yes,  my  brethren,  the  shout  of  triumph  shall  ere  long  echo  through 
the  celestial  regions,  “The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the 
kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ ;  and  he  shall  reign  forever 
and  ever.”  Once  more,* 

5.  If the  Lord  reigneth,”  then  the  wicked  have  every  thing  to 
fear.  F or  under  his  government  there  is  no  possibility  of  their  esca¬ 
ping  with  impunity,  if  they  remain  disob^ent.  “He  is  wise  in 
heart,  and  mighty  in  strength  ;  who  hath  hardened  *  himself  against 
him  and  hath  prospered  ?”  Surely  ^  he  exists  and  reigns,  he  will 
accomplish  Jl  his  purposes  ;  and  by  accomplishing  these,  he  will  ne¬ 
cessarily  accomplish  the  destruction  of  all  who  persist  in  rebellion 
against  his  government.  Permit  me  then,  with  affectionate  earnestness, 
to  entreat  sinners  to  renounce  -  their  groundless  disaffection  to  the 
government  of  the  Most  High,  and  become  his  obedient  subjects* 
Now  he  is  on  a  throne  of  mercy,  and  has  issued  to  rebels  the  gracious 
proclamation,  Let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous 
man  his  thoughts  ;  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have 
mercy  upon  him  ;  and  unto  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon.” 
Now  his  own  glory  and  the  highest  good  of  his  kingdom  require  him  ' 
to  pardon,  through  the  mediation  of  his  Son,  every  penitent,  however 
numerous  or  aggravated  may  have  been  his  past  transgressions.  But 
this  day  of  grace  with  you,  my  friends,  wiH  shortly  be  past ;  ,and  then 
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the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  his:  kingdom^  which  now  require 
your  forgiveness,  if  you  become  penitent,  will,  require  you  to  be 
punished  with  everlasting  destruction  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power.”  O  then  be  wise,  and  submit 
without  delay.  Then  will  you  be  both  safe  and  happy.  Then  your 
highest  interests  will  be  identified  with  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good 
of  his  kingdom.  Then,  surely,  as  he  fills  the  throne  of  the  universe, 
he  will  protect  you  from  every  danger  ;  support  you  under  every 
trial  ;  guide  you  in  every  dark  and  perplexing  scene  ;  accompany 
you  with  his  gracious  presence  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death  ;  and  present  you  faultless,  before  the  throne  of  his  eternal 
glory  with  exceeding  joy.. 


A  SERMON. 

\ 

SHORTNESS  OF  LIFE. 

V  11.  CORINTHIANS,  vii.  29. 

But  this  I  sayy  brethren y  the  time  is  shorty 

The  design  of  the  apostle  in  this  declaration,  is  to  remind  the  Corin¬ 
thians  that  human  life  is  short ;  and  consequently  all  their  possessions, 
privileges,  joys  and  sufferings,  which  depend  on  its  continuance,  must 
be  of  momentary  duration.  But  this  1  say,  brethren,  the  time  is 
short.”  It  remaineth  that  both  they  that  have  wives,  be  as  though 
they  had  none,  and  they  that  weep,  as  though  they  wept  not ;  and  they 
that  rejoice,  as  though  they  rejoiced  not ;  and  they  that  hoy,  as  though 
they  possessed  not ;  and  they  that  use  this  world,  as  not  abusing  it  ;  for 
the  fashion  of  this  world  passeth  away.”  Every  thing  peculiar  to  thii^ 
life  will  soon  be  past  forever.  “  The  time  is  short.” 

These  words  are  equally  applicable  to  all  mem 

I.  In  the  first  place,  let  them  be  applied  to  Christians. 

“  But  this  I  say,  brethren,  the  time  is  short.”  With  great  and  unin¬ 
terrupted  velocity,  you  are  hastening  to  the  end  of  ail  living.  Your 
eyes  will  soon  be  closed  in  death  ;  and  the  worldly  scenes,  in  which 
you  are  now  engaged,  brought  to  a  final  period.  The  time  is 
short*”. 

K  The  time  is  short,  during  which,  you  are  to  enjoy  your  earthly 
possessions.  These  are  not  given  you  by  God,  as  your  chief  good,  or 
permanent  inheritance  ;  but  are  lent  you,  for  a  short  season,  to  be  re¬ 
signed  whenever  he  shall  demand  them.  When  moderately  used,  they 
may  be  valuable  tayou  as  pilgrims,  travelling  to  your  everlasting  home. 
When  your  journey  is  completed,  they  must  be  given  up.  “  When  a 
man  dieth,'  he  shall  carry  nothing  away  with  him.”  Neither  your 
wealth,  nor  your  glory,  shall  descend  after  you  to  the  grave.  Your 
worldly  possessions,  however  great,  and  however  high  in  your  estima* 
tion,  will,  in  a  very  few  days,  be  separated  from  you  forever.  You 
must  soon  give  the  parting  hand^^id  the  last  adieu  to  all  that  is  dear  ta 
you  below  the  sun* 
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How  great  is  the  folly,  then,  of  placing  your  affections  on  the  objects 
of  time.  These,  you  perceive,  must  all  “perish  with  the  using.” 

If  we  look  to  the  world  for  happiness,  it  will  disappoint  our  expecta¬ 
tions.  All  those  forms  of  terrestial  bliss,  which  present  themselves  to 
our  view,  are  but  airy  phantoms  which  will  soon  vanish.  Why  should 
we  eagerly  grasp  at  these,  when  there  are  substantial  enjoyments —  an 
imperishable  inheritance  offered  us  in  the  heavens  ?  This  world  is 
notour  home.  Why  then  should  we  set  our  hearts  upon  it  ?  Why 
should  we  labour  and  bereave  our  souls  of  good,  for  the  sake  of  gaining 
possessions  in  a  strange  land,  from  which  we  are  soon  to  take  our  de¬ 
parture,  never  more  to  return  ?  Since  we  are  “  pilgrims  and  strangers 
on  the  earth,”  it  becomes  us  to  set  but  small  value  upon  the  objects 
around  us,  and  to  direct  our  eyes  to  that  better  world,  where  we  antici¬ 
pate  an  everlasting  rest.  Since  “  we  have  here  no  continuing  city,” 
let  us  seek  one  to  come.  “  which  hath  foundations,  whose  maker  and 
builder  is  God.” 

2.  The  time  is  short,  my  brethren,  in  which  you  can  do  any  thing 
for  the  salvation  of  sinners,  and  the  advancement  of  the  Redeemer’s 
kingdom  in  the  world.  Much  may  be  effected,  by  your  faithful  exer¬ 
tions,  if  you  seize  the  present,  moments.  By  your  example,  instruc¬ 
tions,  persuasions  and  prayers,  you  may  be  instruments  in  the  hands  of 
-God,  of  saving  many,  who  are  now  hastening  to  ruin,  and  of  promoting 
the  prosperity  of  the  Saviour’s  kingdom.  But  the  opportunity  will 
soon  be  gone.  And  remember,  when  once  it  is  gone,  it  can  never  be 
recalled. 

W^hat,  therefore,  my  brethren,  you  design  to  do,  “  do  quickly.” 
there  any  perishing  sinner,  whom  you  would  wish  to  warn  of  his  dan¬ 
ger,  before  you  meet  him  at  the  bar  of  God  ?  Make  no.  delay.  Have 
you  any  prayers  to  offer  up  to  the  throne  of  mercy  for  the  prosperity 
of  Zion,  and  the  salvation  of  your  fellow  men  ?  Have  you  any  recon¬ 
ciliations  with  your  brethren,  or  with  enemies,  to  accomplish  ?  Have 
you  any  stumbling  blocks  to  remove  out  of  the  %vay  ?  Have  you  any 
work  of  obedience,  gratitude  or  love  to  perform  for  that  blessed  Sav¬ 
iour,  who  has  given  his  life  a  ransom  for  your  souls  ?  Now  is  the  time. 
Life  is  wasting  ;  the  opportunity  will  soon  be  gone  forever.  Do  there¬ 
fore  with  your  might,  whatever  your  hands  find  to  do. 

3. ^  The  time  of  your  spiritual  warfare  is  short.  This  is  a  warfare 
in  which  every  Christian  is  enlisted;  The  foes  which  he  encounters 
are  powerful ;  “  the  world,  the.ffesh,^  and  the  Devil.”  The  conflict 
is  severe,  and  is  never  completely  terminated,  till  the  hour  of  death. 
The  severity  and  distresses:  of  this  contest  were  deeply  felt,  even  by 
that  intrepid  and  most  illustrious  soldier,  St.  Paul.  “  1  find  then  a  law,” 
says  he,  ^  that  when  1  would  do  good,  evil  is  present  with  me  ;  for  I 
delight  in  the  law  of  God,  after  the  inward  man.  But  1  see  another 
law  in  my  members,  warring  against  the  law  of  my  mind,  and  bringing 
me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  sin,  which  is  in  my  members.  O  wretch¬ 
ed  man  that  !  am  i  who  shall  deliver  me  from  the  body,  of  this  death  ?” 

But,  brethren,  the  time  is  short.”  This  trying  conflict  will  soon  be 
over.  like  our  blessed  Redeemer,  who  spoiled  the  powers  of  dark^ 
nes^  on  the  cross,  you  will  triumph  in  the  hour  of  death.  Soon  you 
wiH  vanquish  forever  all  the  enemies  of  your  salvation.  Here  is  en¬ 
couragement  to  put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God  ;  anil  fight  the  good 
fight  of  faith.”  The  conflict  is  short.  You  may  always  be  gaining 
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the  victory  over  your  enemies  ;  and  at  death  your  triumph  will  be 
complete.  Take  then,  my  brethren,  the  shield  oft  faith,  and  the 
sword  of  the  Spirit,  and  fearlessly  encounter  every  foe,  which  stands 
in  the  way  of  your  salvation  ;  for  in  a  very  few  days  God  will  most 
surely  bruise  Satan  under  your  feet.  Soon  he  will  give  you  a  com¬ 
plete  victory  over  the  world,  and  over  all  your  unsanctihed  desires. 

4.  The  time  of  your  suffering  is  short.  You  live  in  an  evil  world,  • 
in  which  the  ruins  of  sin  arc  not  only  every  vherc  se'en,  but  every 
where  felt.  You  have  not  barely  to  contend  with  sin  itself,  but  with 
ten  thousand  natural  evils,  which  sin  has  brought  into  our  world.  Los¬ 
ses  and  disappointments,  pain  and  sickness,  are  the  common  lot  of  all 
living.  Friends  may  also  prove  treacherous  ;  slander  and  reproach 
may  be  poured  upon  you  by  the  world  ;  your  names  may  be  cast  out  as 
evil,  for  Christ’s  sake.  From  various  causes  your  sufferings  on  this 
side  the  grave  may  be  great.  Though  many  are  the  afflictions  of  the 
righteous  ;  yet,  out  of  them  all  the  Lord  will  deliver  them.  And  “  the 
time  is  short.”  I'his  should  inspire  your  minds  with  fortitude,  and  en¬ 
courage  you,  with  patience  and  Christian  resignation,  to  spbmit  to  the 
will  of  God,  in«all  your  sufferings.  Your  “  light  afflictions  are  but  for 
a  moment,  and  will  work  for  you  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory.”  Soon  all  tears  will  be  wiped  from  your  eyes. 
When  a  lew  more  days  are  gone,  the  sorrows  of  life  will  be  past ;  you 
will  be  taken  from  this  vale  of  tears,  to  the  paradise  of  God.  Here  I 
am  led  to  observe, 

5.  The  time  is  short,  which  separates  you  from  eternal  glory.  The 
same  day,  my  Christian  brethren,  which  terminates  your  earthly  pil¬ 
grimage,  and  gives  you  a  complete  deliverance  from  sin  and  from  suf¬ 
fering,  will  introduce  you  into  the  realms  of  life,  to  the  everlasting 
,  felicity  of  heaven.  And  that  day  is  at  hand.  There  are  but  a  few 
intervening  moments  between  you  and  the  unclouded  glories  of  the 
upper  world.  Soon  you  will  behold  that  glory  which  surpasses  all 
that  moilal  eyes  have  ever  beheld  ;  soon  you  will  experience  thos^ 
joys,  which,  by  human* tongues,  can  never  be  described.  Soon  you 
will  be  in  the  midst  of  an  innumerable  company  of  angels,  and  the 
,  general  assembly  and  Church  of  the  first-born  in  heaven.  Soon  you 
will  gaze  with  admiration  and  rapture  upon  Him  who  has  loved  you 
and  given  himself  for  you  !  Yes,  you  will  shortly  be  in  the  affection¬ 
ate  embraces  of  those  everlasting  arms,  which  were  once  extended  on 
the  cross,  for  poor  perishing  sinners.  An  eternity  of  glory  and  of 
bliss  is  just  before  you.  “  What  manner  of  persons  then  ought  ye 
to  be  in  all  holy  conversation  and  godliness  ?”  How  much  does  it 
become  you,  my  beloved  brethren,  to  be  all  engaged  in  preparing 
for  this  glorious  change  in  your  condition  ?  to  foiget  the  things  w  hich 
are  behind  and  press  forward  for  the  mark  of  the  prize  of  the  high 
calling  of  Godin  Christ  Jesus  ?”  to  be  always  looking  for  that  glori¬ 
ous  day,  when  you  will  be  called  from  this  world  of  sin  and  of  wretch¬ 
edness  to  dwell  forever  with  the  Lord  ? 

II.  In  the  second  place,  let  the  words  of  our  text  be  applied  to 
«  impenitent  sinners.  The  time  is  short. 

,1,  The  time,  which  your  present  sources  of  enjoyment  will  con¬ 
tinue,  is  short. 

Whatever  may  be  the  sources  of  your  happiness,  they  are  not  God, 
and  therefore  must  soon  fail.  A  few  moments  of  serious  and  honest 
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conversation  with  your  own  hearts,  will  convince  you,  that  your  hap¬ 
piness  does  not  fliiw  from  the^  contemplation  of  the  laws  and  attributes 
of  God,  and  thelfhticipation  of  dwelling  forever  in  his  presence  ;  but 
from  earthly  fountains — from  objects  which  must  perish  with  the  using* 
That  stroke  of  death,  which  will  ,  sever  your  soul  and  body,  must 
also  produce  an  eternal  separation  between  you  and  all  the  objects 
from  which  you  now  derive  enjoyment.  In  that  very  day,  all  your 
springs  of  pleasure  will  be  dried  up  ;  your  honor  will  be  laid  for¬ 
ever  in  the  dust ;  and  your  wealth  others  will  inherit.  While  your 
hearts  are  unreconciled  to  *  God,  there  is  no  object  in  creation,  to 
which  you  can  look  for  happiness,  when  the  chain  is  broken,  which 
Unites  you  to  this  earth,  and  you  are  hurried  into  the  eternal  world. 
And  that  awful  moment,  which  will  effect  this  separation,  is  hastening 
on.  Are  you  rejoicing  over  your  possessions  ?  Behold  every  where 
written  upon  them,  “  The  time  is  short.”  At  the  very  moment  of 
your  joy,  the  declaration  may  proceed  from  him  who^neVer  changes  and 
whose  word  is  power  Thou  fool,  this  night  thy  soul  shall  be  required 

of  thee.”  And  with  how  much  force  may  the  question  be  asked,  whose 
then  will  be  these  things  for  which  thou  hast  labored  ?”  Is  the  love  of 
praise  a  powerful  passion  in  your  breasts  ?  Are  you  delighted  with  the 
little  distinctions  which  you  have  received  from  beauty,  wealth,  talents, 
or  acquirements  ?  Are  you  charmed  with  applause  ?  Do  you  now 
derive  your  happiness  from  that  honor  which  cometh  from  men?. 
Turn  your  eyes  for  a  moment  on  the  congregation  of  the  dead.  There 
you  behold  the  rich  and  the  poor,  masters  and  servants,  kings  and 
beggars,  reduced  to  a  common  level.  Who  will  admire  and  applaud 
the  elegance  of  your  dress,  the  dignity  of  your  manners,  or  the  beau¬ 
ty  of  your  person,  when  you  are  arrayed  in  the  habiliments  of  the 
grave,  when  your  limbs  have  become  stiff  and  motionless,  and  when 
you  present  to  the  appalled  spectator  the  ghastly  countenance  of 
death  ?  Where  will  be  your  honor,  where  vull  be  those  worldly  dis¬ 
tinctions,  with  which  you  are  now  so  much  delighted,  when  the  dreary 
prison  of  the  grave  shall  be  .your  habitation,  and  the  worm  shall  feed 
sweetly  upon  you  !  However  much  your  vanity  or  your  pride  may¬ 
be  inflated  by  the  distinctions  of  this  life  ;  however  high  you  may  be 
in  your  own  estimation,  or  the  estimation  of  others,  death  will  shortly 
bring  you  down  ;  your  glory  will  soon  be  lost  in  the  obscurity  of  the 
grave  ;  corruption  will  be  your  companion. 

Are  you  delighted  with  worldly  pleasures  ?  Remember  that  they 
also  are  but  momentary  in  their  duration.  You  may  now  commit 
yourselves  to  the  controul  of  appetites  and  passions  ;  you  may  riot 
in  sensuality  ;  you  may  devote  yourselves  to  amusement  and  dissipa¬ 
tion  ;  you  may  banish  serious  reflections  ;  cheer  your  hearts  with 
songs  and  wine  ;  you  may  share  in  the  society  of  the  gay  and  frivolous ; 
lau^  and  rejoice — participate  in  all  the  vanities  and  follies  of  the  world, , 
and  put  far  off  the  evil  day.  But  the  scene  will  suddenly  change  ! 
All  earthly  pleasures,  whether  lawful  or  unlawful,  will  soon  forsake 
you^  And  the  time  is  short.  Let  these  words  be  fixed  in  your  re¬ 
membrance.  Carrv  them  with  you  in  all  your  pursuits  of  pleasure. 
In  your  moments  of  gaiety  and  folly  ;  in  scenes  of  festivity  and  mirth, 
let  them  tell  you  “  the  time  is  short.”  Your  pleasures  will  soon 
come  to  an  end,  an^^ourjoys  will  be  changed  into  lamentation  and 
woe.  If  all  your  present  sources  of  enjoyment  are  soon  to  fail. 
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liOiW  important  is  it,  my  friends,  that  you  do  not  build  your  hopes  of 
happiness  on  these  ;  that  you  lay  up  an  inheritance  in  heaven,  which 
will  endure  forever  ? 

2.  Your  season  of  probation  is"  short.  The  present  time  is  al¬ 
lowed  you  by  God  to  make  your  escape  from  approaching  ruin,  and 
secure  the  everlasting  happiness  of  heaven.  But  this  golden  period 
of  your  existence  will  soon  be  over.  The  time  is  short.”  Your 
eternal  destiny  will  soon  be  decided.  The  everlasting  gospel  now 
salutes  your  ears,  and  proclaims  to  you  a  free  salvation.  But  its  joyful 
sound  wiB  not  long  be  heard.  The  message  which  God  has  sent  to 
you  will  soon  be  delivered.  Do  any  of  you  murmur  against  the  laws 
and  character  of  Jehovah,  and  the  conditions  of  salvation  revealed  in 
the  gospel  ?  Your  murmurs  will  soon  be  at  an  end.  Not  long  will 
you  reproach  the  Almighty  with  injustice  or  cruelty.  The  day  is  at 
iiand,  when  every  cavelling  tongue  will  be  put  to  eternal  silence  ; 
and  even  the  wicked  constrained  to  acknowledge,  that  the  Lord  it 
righteous,  and  that  iniquity  has  proved  their  ruin.”  The  sinner  now 
turns  his  back  on  salvation.  But  he  will  not  do  it  long.  For  salvation 
will  soon,  lie  removed  forever  from  his  reach.  Not  long  will  he  resist 
and  grieve  the  Holy  Spirit ;  for  that  divine  Spirit  which  sanctifies  the 
soul,  and  prepares  it  for  heaven,  will  soon,  if  he  continues  in  sin, 
give  him  up  to  reprobation.  Not  long  will  be  despise  the  mercy  of 
God  ;  for  mercy  will  soon  be  withdrawn  from  him.  Not  long  will  he 
trample  under  foot  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God.  For  soon  he  will  be 
in  that  world,  where  this  precious  blood  is  never  applied  to  the  souls 
of  the  guilty,  where  there  is  no  more  sacrifice  for  sin.  The  door  of 
life  is  now  opened  to  you,  my  friends  ;  but  it  will  soon  be  closed  by 
Him,  who  shutteth  and  no  man  openeth.”  Your  moments  of  grace 

'  are  speeding  their  flight.  Your  characters  will  soon  be  formed  : 
Your  accounts  sealed  up  to  the  day  of  judgment,  and  your  destiny  un¬ 
alterably  decided.  How  solemnly  do  these  considerations  admonish 
you  to  seize  the  moments  as  they  fly,  and  to  work  out  your  salva¬ 
tion  with  fear  and  trembling,  giving  all  diligence  to  make  your  calling 
and  election  sure.” 

3.  The  time,  which  separates  the  incorri^ble  sinner  from  eternal . 
misery,  is  short  If  there  be  any  present  of  this  unhappy  character, 

1  can  assure  you,  that  you  stand  on  the  very  brink  of  destruction. 
Yes,  as  the  Lord  lives,  there  is  but  a  step  between  you  and  eternal 
death !  You  may  now  be  gay  and  thoughtless,  delighted  with  the 
worldly  scenes  which  are  acting  around  you,  and  painting  in  your  im¬ 
aginations  many  future  days,‘and  still  brighter  prospects  ;  but  could 
the  veil  be  drawn  aside,  which  conceals  the  destiny  of  the  wicked — 
could  you  see  how  near  you  are  advanced  to  that  destiny,  you  would 
turn  pale  with  horror  !  every  earthly  enjoyment  would  be  blasted  in 
a  moment  ?  Your  foot  will  slide  in  due  time  !  The  day  of  your  ca¬ 
lamity  ,is  at  hand !  While  you  are  crying  peace  and  safety,  lo ! 
sudden  destruction  is  coming  upon  you !”  Let  the  careless,  irre- 

.  claimable  sinner,  who  puts  far  off  the  evil  day,  know  that  his  time  is 
short.  He  will  soon  be  roused  from  bis  dream  of  fancied  security  ; 
his  fatal  delusion  will  vanish ;  his  day  of  grace  will  be  gone,  and  the 
horrors,  which  await  the  guilty,  will  fall  upon  his  never  dying  soul  ! 

Let  the  hypocrite  know  that  his  time  is  short.”  He  may  now 
.deceive  the  world,  and  practice  deception  on  himself.  But  **  the  time 
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is  short.”  The  mask  will  soon  be  torn  from  his  character-  His 
sandy  foundation  will  be  swept  away.  The  proud  fabrick  of  his  hopes 
will  fall  ;  and  great  will  be  the  ruin  thereof.  Let  the  infidel  know 
that  his  time  is  short.”  He  may  now  sneer  at  the  piety  of  the 
humble  Christian  ;  ridicule  that  blessed  Gospel,  which  has  brought 
life  and  immortality  to  light  ;  blaspheme  the  name  of  the  9on  of  God, 
and  glory  in  his  own  shame  ;  but  the  day  of  retribution  is  at  hand. 
“The  triumph  of  the  wicked  is  short.”  Soon  he  will  find  that  the 
very  Jesus,  whom  he  had  despised,  is  indeed  the  mighty  God  and  the 
Saviour  of  the  world.  Soon  he  will  behold  him  arrayed  in  the 
majesty  of  Omnipotence,  swaying  his  mighty  sceptre  over  creation, 
and  holding  in  his  hand  the  destinies  of  angels  and  men.  In  a  very 
4ittle  time,  before  his  tremenduous  bar,  the  impious  scofier  will  be 
arraigned.  There  he  will  learn  the  direful  consequences  of  re¬ 
jecting  salvation  and  setting  the  Son  of  God  at  defiance.  Let  all,  who 
are  living  in  sin,  remember  that  their  “  time  is  short ;”  ’  let  them  take 
warning,  and  prepare  to  meet  their  God  in  judgment.  , 

Hulburd^s  Sermons. 


From  the  Christian  Spectator. 

?  >  AN  ALLEGORY.  ,  ^ 

It  is  recorded  in  a  very  ancient  book,  that  a  certain  nobleman  of 
great  possessions  being  about  to  journey,  called  together  his  servants, 
delivered  to  them  his  goods,  and  said  unto  each  “  occupy  till  I  come.” 

Of  these  servants  it  is  observed,  that  by  birth,  they  were  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  their  master,  but  having  fallen  into  captivity  had  been 
bought  also  with  a  price  ,  in  addition  to  which,  every  orfe  of  them  said 
“I  love  my  master,”  and  by  significant  tokens  had  engaged  to  serve 
him  during  life.'  They  would  hold,  they  said,  no  separate  property,  or 
be  influenced  to  serve  by  mercenary  motives.  Their  master’s  inter¬ 
est  they  said,  should  be  their  bwn,  his  reputation  their  honour,  his 
prosperity  their  reward. 

Thus  circumstanced,  it  would  be  natural  to  expect  of  these  servants, 
great  “  diligence  in  business,”  great  friendship  among  themselves,  and 
great  joy  as  their  master’s  interest  should  prosper  in  their  hands ;  and 
Ihis  for  a  season  was  to  a  great  extent  the  fact,  though  not  without  some 
painful  exceptions,  which  it  falls  to  our  lot  to  record.  There  were 
servants  who  evidently  pursued  interests  separate  from  their  master’s, 
and  to  his  injury.  The  hedge  about  their  master’s  vineyard  was  brok¬ 
en  down,  and  the  boar  from  the  wilderness  without  molestation  rooted 
up  the  vine.  The  door  of  the  sheepfold  too  was  left  open,  and  the 
grievous  wolf  came  in  not  sparing  the  flock.  When  such  events  hap¬ 
pened  however,  it  was  common  for  the  servants  to  become  indignant, 
at  the  boar,  and  the  wolf,  not  reflecting  that  had  the  fence  of  the  vine¬ 
yard,  and  the  door  of  the  sheepfold  been  kept,  the  vines  and  the  lambs 
had  escaped  injury.  It  must  be  added,. that  the  ground  also  was  often 
so  imperfectly  tilled  as  to  yield  but  a  scanty  harvest,  and  sometimes 
from  year  to  year,  no  harvest  at  all.  But  in  this  case  it  was  common 
'  for  the  servants  to  console  themselves  with  the  reflection,  that  God 
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only  could  give  the  increase,  and  that  as  he  gives  or  withholds  accor* 
ding  to  his  sovereign  good  pleasure,  no  blame  could  justly  attach  to 
them.  There  were  indeed  a  few  instances  of  failure,  where  all  the 
means  of  securing  a  crop  had  apparently  been  faithfully  applied.  But 
it  ollen  happened  that  those  who  in  this  manner  went  lorth,  from  year 
to  year,  weeping,  bearing  precious  seed,  came  again  at  len^h  rejoic¬ 
ing,  bringing  their  sheaves  with  them  ;  and  where  this  was  not  the 
case,  it  frequeatiy  happened  that  the  seed  though  buried  long  in  dust, 
spr  mg  up  in  a  joyful  harvest,  after  the  hand  that  sowed  it,  and  the 
eye  that  wept  over  it,  were  at  rest  in  ihe  grave. 

It  was  left  in  charge  by  the  nobleman  to  his  servants,  that  they  should 
keep  in  good  repair  those  parts  of  the  farm  which  had  been  reduced  to 
cultivation,  and  urge  on  the  work  of  subduing  the  wilderness  until  the 
entire  farm  should  become  one  fruitful  field  ;  and  so  vigorous  at  first 
was  the  onset  upon  the  wilderness,  that  it  seemed  as  if  every  tree  of 
the  forest  would  bow,  and  every  acre  of  the  farm  be  made  to  feel  the 
plough,  and  to  wave  with  harvests.  But  so  much  at  length  did  the 
love  of  these  servants  wax  cold,  and  their  enterprise  abate,  that  the 
wilderness  regained  much  of  its  lost  dominion,  and  all  hope  mid  all  du¬ 
ty  seemed  to  be  limited  to  the  defence  of  the  fruitful  fields,  against  the 
encroachments  of  the  wilderness. 

When  at  length  a  small  number  of  servants,  moved  by  primitive  af¬ 
fection  and  zeal,  read  their  master’s  direction,  *go  ye  out  into  all  parts 
of  the  farm  and  subdue  the  wilderness,’  and  began  to  make  experi¬ 
ments,  they  were  stared  upon  as  madmen.  Do  you  believe  said  one, 
that  our  master  expected,  or  intended  we  sho^d  subdue  the  entire 
farm  ?  Never.  His  language  is  hyperbolical.  Another  contended 
that  the  fruitful  field  might  as  well  give  place  to  the  wilderness,  as  the 
wilderness  to  the  fruitful  field.  He  could  perceive  very  little  differ¬ 
ence,  he  said,  between  the  wild  animals  of  the  wilderness,  and  the 
tame  unimais  of  the  fields.  God  who  made  them  all  is  benevolent,  and 
no  respecter  of  persons,  from  which  it  must  result,  that  they  are  all 
happy,  and  about  equally  happy  ;  he  thought  it  therefore  a  useless  ex¬ 
pense  to  carry  the  arts  of  husbandry  to  the  wilderness  ;  he  could  per¬ 
ceive  but  little  difference  between  the  lion  and  the  wolf,  and  the  ox 
and  the  lamb.  All  were  made  very  good  animals,  each  lived  in  his 
own  way,  and  why  should  we  disturb  them.  ^ 

Others  who  thought  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing,  to  8ubdoe*e 
wilderness  were  it  possibU^  fainted  at  the  thought  of  such  an  undertdc* 
ing.  There  were  trees,  they  sakl,  somewhere  in  that  wilderness,  an 
hundred  miles  in  circumference,  harder  than  the  hardest  steel,  and 
whose  roots  were  wrapped  abont  the  centre  of  the  earth,  so  that  to 
cut  them  down,  or  pull  them  up,  or  raise  crops  under  their  shade,  was 
alike  hopeless.  And  then  there  were  lions  in'  the  way  of  unusual 
strength  and  fierceness,  ready  to  slay  every  man  who  should  show 
himself  in  their  dominions  ;  and  there  too  travellers  had  seen  the  gi¬ 
ants,  in  comparison  with  whom  they  were  grasshoppers.  If  it  was 
suggested  by  any  servant,  that  the  field  now  cuHivati^,  was  once  itself 
a  wilderness,  and  that  what  bad  been  done,  could  be  done  again  ;  it 
was  answered,  that  the  great  trees  which  stood  here  were  pdled  up 
by  miracles,  and  that  the  giants  and  liona  were  all  killed  by  supematu* 
ral  aid,  not  to  be  expected  now. 
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If  any  pointed  to  tracts  of  wilderness  recently  subdued  without  mir¬ 
acles,  as  difficult  of  subjugation  as  any  that  remained,  a  new  host  of  ob¬ 
jectors  took  up  the  argument ;  admitted  the  possibility  of  subduing  the 
wilderness,  but  denied  that  there  was  either  time  or  resources.  *  It 
was  as  much  as  could  be  done,’  they  said,  ^to  maintain  the  cultivated 
•field  Irom  the  encroachments  of  the  wilderness,  and  that' charity  be- 
^gins  at  home.  There  were  fences  enough  to  be  mended,  and  flocks  to 
be  gathered,  and  weeds  to  be  eradicated  at  home,  and  nothing  should 
be  done  abroad,  until  the  farm  at  home  was  put  in  perfect  order.  Be¬ 
side,  where  shall  we.  find  labourers  for  the  whole  field  ?  And  even 
^were  all  the  products  of  the  cultivated  part*  devoted  to  subduing  the 
•wilderness,  it  would  be  in  vain  forgetful  that  every  newly  cultivated 
acre  poured  into  the  treasury,  thirty,  sixty  or  an  hundred  fold  ;  and 
that  the  resources  increased,  as  the  work  to  be  done  diminished. 

There  was  after  all,  another  difficulty,  which  was,  on  which  side  of 
the  wilderness  they  should  begin  ;  some  preferring  to  assail  the  forests 
immediately  contiguous,  while  others  preferred  going  quite  the  other 
side.  This  difficulty  was  however  settled  by  the  amicable  agreement, 
that  both  sides  should  be  assailed  at  once,  and  .the  assault  continued 
until  the  servants  should  meet  and  shake  hands  in  the  middle* 

In  the  ancient  book  already  referred  to,  and  which  the  nobleman 
•deposited  in  the  hands  of  his  servants,  there  were  rules  which  he  di- 
'rected  them  to  follow  implicitly  in  the  management  of  the  farm  ;  for¬ 
bidding  them  to  make  a  single  unauthorized  experiment.  In  this  book 
V  it  was  provided,  that  persons  of  competent  skill  in  husbandry,  who 
could  exhibit  evidence  of  friendship  to  their  master,  and  would  make 
the  requisite  engagements,  might  be  received  into  the  household  of 
the  nobleman ;  and  for  a  season,  those  who  offered  themselves  were 
-  carefully  examined,  and  few  were  received,  who  did  not  consult  in 
some  good  degree  the  interests  of  their  master.  But  in  process  of 
time  it  came  to  pass,  that  from  indolence  or  carelessness,  or  false  ten¬ 
derness,  any  person  who  offered  himself  was  sure  to  be  received,  how- 
•  ever  deficient  in  skill,  or  wanting  in  the  ordinary  evidence  of  friend- 
'  ship  to  the  nobleman.  The  consequence  was,  that  many  servants  un¬ 
skilled  in  husbandry,  and  without  friendship  to  the  master,  became 
members  of  his  household.  These,  as  might  be  expected,  were  ex- 
tjpnely  liberal  in  their  views,  and  charitably  disposed  towards  all 
.  iKse  servants,  whose  deportment  in  better  days  would  have  ensured 
thpir  expulsion  from  the  household.  If  any  servants  proposed  a  more 
i  strict  examination  concerning  skill,  or  industry,  or  friendship  to  their 
master,  with  reference  to  the  admission  of  servants,  they  were  de¬ 
nounced  as  uncharitable,  bigoted  and  cruel.  Does  not  charity,  it  would 
be  said,  hope  all  things ^  and  believe  all  things? — Do  we  know  the  can¬ 
didate  ibr  admission  to  be  a  novice  ?  why  then  should  we  torment  him 
by  unreasonable  suspicions,  implied  in  his  examination  ?  They  could 
not  doubt  that  he  bad  devoted  ,ffimself  some  where  faithfully  to  the  ac¬ 
quisition  of  agricultural  knowledge,  and  that  he  was,  or  would  be,  as 
industrious,  and  skilful,  and  faithful  as  themselves ;  and,  as  to  friend¬ 
ship  to  the  nobleman,  Is  it  not  well  known,”  they  demanded,  that 
he  bad  no  enemies  ?  It  was  unreasonahle  to  think  that  he  had,  and  if 
-any  pretended  to  be  his  enemies,  or  ever  conducted  as  if  they  were, 
undoubtedly  they  were  deceived,  or  from  modesty  merely  exhibited 
themselves  as  being  worse  than  they  were.  Besides,  friendship  and 


227 


Jin  Allegory. 

enmity  are  feelings  of  the  heart,  and  what  have  we  to  do  with  each 
other’s  hearts  ?  To  our  own  master  we  stand  or  fall.” 

If,  at  any  time,  attempts  were  made  to  expel  from  the  household  an 
idle  or  profligate  servant,  he  would  inquire  the  authority  of  the  ser* 
vants  to  do  it,  and  cry  persecution  ;  when  instantly,  as  if  roused  by 
fellow  feeling,  a  host  of  sympathetic  brethren  would  come  to  his  aid 
to  denounce  his  persecutors,  and  certify  whom  it  might  concern,  of  his 
pre-eminent,  industry,  sincerity,  and  skill.  In  consequence  of  this  state 
of  things,  the  business  of  the  farm,  in  many  parts,  was  wretchedly  con¬ 
ducted.  Many  a  field  was  scarcely  tilled  at  all,  but  was  grown  over 
to  thorns,  and  nettles  covered  the  face  thereof,  and  the  stone  wall 
thereof  was  broken  down.  Some  servants  mingled  tares  with  the 
good  seed,  and  some  sowed  little  beside  tares.  At  first  indeed,  it  was 
done  in  the  night,  while  men  slept,  but  at  length  it  was  done  openly. 
If  any  alleged  that  a  particular  servant  sowed  tares,  it  was  replied, 
that  tares  and  wheat  were  so  nearly  alike,  that  none  should  presume 
authoritatively  to  discriminate  between  them.  *  It  had  always  been 
disputed,’  they  said,  ‘  which  were  tares,  and  which  were  wheat,  and 
that  every  servant  must  judge  for  himself.  The  accused  thought  that 
he  sowed  wheat,  and  his  accusers  thought  that  he  sowed  tares,  and  he 
was  as  likely  to  be  right  as  they.  Besides,  it  was  all  they  said,  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  mere  opinion,  for  which  no  man  should  be  accountable.  If  their 
fellow  servant  had  in  fact  sowed  tares,  he  had  done  it,  they  did  not 
doubt,  sincerely,  and  of  course  would  be  as  well^accepted  of  their 
master,  as  those  who  sowed  wheat.  But,  after  all,  said  they  of  what 
consequence  is  it  what  seed  a  man  sows,  provided  the  harvest  is  good  ? 
What  harm  can  there  be  in  sowing  tares,  provided  we  reap  wheat  ?  or 
even  if  every  seed  produced  after  his  kind,  they  could  perceive  no 
such  mighty  diflerence  as  to  render  it  a  matter  of  much  consequence 
what  seeds  were  sown.  Among  all  the  ^eds  sown  upon  the  farm, 
they  could  not  lay  their  finger  upon  more  than  two  or  three  of  much 
importance  ;  and  on  the  whole,  they  concluded,  that  tares  sown  sin^. 
cerely,  were  even  better  than  wheat  sown  hypocritically. 

It  was  directed  in  the  book  of  husbandry,  that  in  the  cultivation  of 
fruit  trees,  particular  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  root,  but  the 
same  servants  who  thought  that  tares  sown  sincerely,  were  better  than 
wheat  sown  hypocritically,  conceived  the  idea,  that  all  attention  to  the- 
roots  of  trees  was  entirely  superfluous  labour,  that  the  root  of  the  tree 
was  dependent  on  the  top,  not  the  top  upon  the  root ;  and  that  all  that 
a  skilful  husbandman  had  need  to  do,  was  to  keep  his  trees  well  prun¬ 
ed.  They  talked,  and  wrote,  and  printed,  and  went  about  with  great 
kindness,  to  open  the  eyes  of  other  servants  to  the  extreme  folly  of  del¬ 
ving  in  the  dirt  about  the  roots  of  trees.  ‘  For  what,’  said  they,  can 
be  more  beatiful  than  leaves  and  blossoms,  or  what  more  excellent  than 
delicious  fruit  ?  Let  the  top  of  the  tree,  they  said,  be  duly  cultivated, 
and  the  luxuriant  top,  if  roots  be  needful,  will  produce  them.’  If  any 
quoted  that  passage  in  the  book  of  husbandry,  which  apostropbizmg  a 
tree  says,  ‘  thou  bearest  not  the  root,  but  Ae  root  thee,’  it  was  easy 
to  reply  that  the  passage  was  mistranslated,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  ren¬ 
dered  as  it  does  read  in  the  original ;  thou  bearest  not  the  branches, 
but  the  branches  thee. 

Were  it  dleged,  that  where  attention  was  paid  to  the  roots  of  trees, 
they  were  invariably  the  most  flourishing  and  fruitful.  The  fact 
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would  be  sometimei  reluctantly  admitted,  while  that  the  difference  wa» 
caused  by  the  different  mode  of  culture,  w^ould  be  strenuously  denied. 

*  Prove  to  us,’  they  would  say,  •  that  tlie  difference  does  not  arise  from 
soil  or  position,  or  the  cuHivation  which  you  bestow  upon  the  top,  in 
common  with  us  ;  for  as  long  as  it  is  possible  that  the  difference  may 
arise  from  some  other  cause,  it  is  absolutely  certain  that  it  is  not  produ¬ 
ced  by  your  particular  mode  of  cultivation.’ 

Another  charge  left  upon  record  in  the  book  of  husbandry,  was, 
that  the  servants  should  take  particular  care  of  the  sheep  and  lambs  of 
the  flock,  to  see  that  they  were  defended  against  the  lion,  who  went 
about  seeking  to  devour  them'.  But  those  servants  w  ho  dreaded  so 
much  the  labour  of  tilling  the  roots  of  trees,  found  the  service  of  keep¬ 
ing  the  flock  too  laborious  for  pleasure,  and  by  searching  critically  the 
book  of  husbandry,  discovered  to  their  great  joy  that  there  was  no 
such  animal  as  the  lion  ;  that  the  lion  so  often  spoken  of  in  the  book 
of  husbandry,  as  such  a  powerful  and  ferocious  animal  was  nothing  but 
the  principle  of  evil  personified,  as  it  existed  in  the  thunderstorms  and 
ihe  diseases  of  sheep.  It  is  well  known,  they  said,  that  thunderstorms 
roar,  that  they  are  noxious  to  lambs,  and  that  they  go  about,  figurative¬ 
ly  seeking  whom  they  may  figuratively  devour.  When  reminded  that 
the  book  spoke  of  many  lions,  though  of  one  as  chief  in  strength  and 
ferocity,  it  was  easy  to  reply  that  thunderstorms  were  numerous,  some 
great  and  some  smidl  ;  the  greatest  being  called  the  old  lion,  and  the 
rest  lions,  or  young  lions,  according  to  their  power.  In  like  manner, 
tiiey  insisted,  were  the  diseases  of  sheep  personified,  proceeding,  as 
they  all  did,  from  principles  of  disease  in  the  animal  called  the  old  li¬ 
on,  or  the  lion,  or  young  lion,  as  the  disease  was  more  or  less  destruc¬ 
tive.  These  diseases,  it  was  well  known,  caused  sheep  to  bleat, 
which,  by  a  figure  of  speech,  common  in  eastern  countries,  might  be  cal¬ 
led  roarings  and  as  disease  and  death  decompose  the  bodies  of  animals, 
they  are  fitly  compared  to  action  tearing  in  pieces  and  devouring  his  prey. 
It  is  scarcely  to  be  conceived  how  much  rejoicing  and  self-complacen¬ 
cy  this  discovery  occasioned.  The  servants  who  made  it  and  availed 
themselves  of  it,  deemed  themselves  the  most  learned  servants  on  the 
farm,  and  to  express  at  once  their  estimation  of  themselves,  and  their 
contempt  of  the  old  fashioned  servants,  they  styled  themselves  ra¬ 
tional  husbandmen.  The  irrational  servants  did  in  this  case  all  to 
reclaim  their  fellow  servants,  which  could  be  expected  of  men  bereft 
of  reason,  or  who  never  bad  any.  They  demanded,  how  the  principle 
of  evil  in  diseases  and  thunderstorms,  which  was  a  reality,  could  possi¬ 
bly  be  illustrated  by  clothing  it  with  the  animated  powers  and  actions 
of  an  animal  which  did  not  exist.  What  sense  could  there  be  in  cal¬ 
ling  a  traitor  a  Judas,  bad  no  treacherous  Judas  existed  ;  in  calling  a 
miser’s  heart,  a  heart  of  stone,  if  no  such  hard  material,  called  a 
stone,  had  any  being  ;  and  why  call  the  principle  of  evil  in  disease 
and  thunder,  a  lion,  if  there  be  no  such  living  animal  in  the  wilderness. 
Does  not  the  calling  of  storms  and  diseases,  lions,  (said  these  simple- 
hearted  servants,)  prove  the  existence  of  real  lions  ?  Do  the  Greeks 
and  eastern  nations  iflustrate  the  power  of  thunder  and  disease  by  the 
properties  and  actions  of  n(m-existences  ?  Do  you  find  any  examples 
of  the  kind  in  Homer,  Sanchoniathon,  Manetho,  or  the  Talmud  ? 
These  questions,  demanding  time,  in  order  to  answer  them  learnedly, 
time  was  accordingly  taken,  when,  after  extended  research,  without 
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being  able  to  find  an  example  in  point,  it  was  profoundly  conjectured, 
that  all  the  books,  which  authorized  the  illustration  of  the  properties 
of  real  existences,  by  the  properties  and  actions  of  nothing,  were  de¬ 
stroyed  in  Herculaneum,  or  burnt  in  the  Alexandrine  library. 

Bukyak. 


From  the  Trenton  Emporium. 
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i  learned,  from  early  youth,  to  look  upon  the  face  of  the  village  el¬ 
der,  with  aHungled  feeling  of  delight  and  awe  ;  of  delight,  because  of 
the  placid  and  unchanging  sweetness  that  always  sate  upon  his  counte¬ 
nance,  and  broke  into  a  smile  whenever  he  spoke  ;  and  of  awe,  be¬ 
cause  of  the  presence  of  a  holy  man,  one  who  served  Go<l  daily,  and 
who,  next  to  the  minister,  dealt  out  to  the  little  church  the  bread  that 
never  perisheth.  1  remember  when  first  he  came  to  my  father's  house 
and  called  us  around  him,  patted  our  flaxen  heads,  and  asked  us  about 
Christ  and  the  Bible,  that  1  feared  to  speak  in  his  presence.  But  as  I 
approached  a  period  more  mature,  and  heard,  in  circles  where  the 
name  of  Him  in  heaven  was  blasphemed,  and  from  those  who  spent  the 
sacred  sabbath  in  revelry,  and  pointed  the  despising  finger  at  all  that 
was  sacred  in  religion,  the  elder's  name  mocked  at  and  turned  to  ridi¬ 
cule  ;  and,  marked  with  how  much  bitterness  of  hatred  and  malignity 
of  heart,  they  spoke  of  him  whom  they  confessed  had  never  injured 
them — and  when  1  saw  the  good  all  united  to  him  in  love  and  confi¬ 
dence,  my  fear  turned  into  admiration,  and  the  hostility  of  others  seal¬ 
ed  my  afiection  towards  him  for  ever. 

Meeting  from  him  in  all  our  now  frequent  intercourse  a  father's  ten¬ 
derness,  it  was  right  that  he  should  share,  as  he  did,  in  much  of  that 
confidence  and  esteem  which  youthful  minds  naturally  bestow  on  pa¬ 
rental  worth  ;  and  1  was  long  anxious  to  know  the  reason,  why  so  much 
of  virtue  in  a  harmless  old  man,  should  create  enmity  in  any  bosom. — 
In  the  early  kindlings  of  juvenile  thought,  I  fancied  all  would  love 
goodness  wherever  they  saw  it,  even  for  its  very  sake.  I  saw  the  con¬ 
trary,  but  it  was  a  problem  1  could  not  solve. 

One  afternoon  in  August,  just  at  the  clearing  up  of  a  racking  thun¬ 
der  storm,  and  while  the  rainbow  that  succeeded  it,  spanned  the  valley 
with  its  beauteous  hues,  I  was  sent  on  an  important  errand  to  one  of 
the  farm  houses  on  the  oak  meadows,  the  residence  of  De  Otto,  a  man 
who  I  well  recollected  often  to  have  heard  dealing  out  the  most  bitter 
curses  against  the  aged  servant  of  the  sanctuary.  This  circumstance 
was  brought  to  mind  by  a  singular  incident  that  day.  When  I  had 
reached  the  first  of  the  creeks  which  run  between  the  village  and  the 
meadows,  1  overtook  the  venerable  elder  himself.  He  was  going  to 
the  same  place,  to  visit  a  dying  daughter  of  the  unfriendly  mrmer ; 
and  though  labouring  under  the  effects  of  a  recent  indisposition,  and 
though  the  creeks  were  so  swollen  with  rain,  as  rendered  it  impossi¬ 
ble  to  pass  them  ^thout  drenching,  he  seemed  so  intent  upon  the  ob¬ 
ject  befere  him,  ftiat  be  forgot  ^e  danger  to  which  he  was  exposing 
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would  be  sometimes  reluctautly  admitted,  while  that  the  difference  w  as 
caused  by  the  different  mode  of  culture,  would  be,  strenuously  denied. 

^  Prove  to  us,’  they  would  say,  ‘  that  the  difference  does  not  arise  from 
soil  or  position,  or  the  cultivation  which  you  bestow  upon  the  top,  in 
common  with  us  ;  for  as  long  as  it  is  possible  that  the  difference  may 
arise  from  some  other  cause,  it  is  absolutely  certain  that  it  is  not  produ¬ 
ced  by  your  particular  mode  of  cultivation.’ 

Another  charge  left  upon  record  in  the  book  of  husbandry,  was, 
that  the  servants  should  take  particular  care  of  the  sheep  and  lambs  of 
the  flock,  to  see  that  they  were  defiended  against  the  lion,  who  went 
about  seeking  to  devour  them'.  But  those  servants  who  dreaded  so 
much  the  labour  of  tilling  the  roots  of  trees,  found  the  service  of  keep¬ 
ing  the  flock  too  laborious  ibr  pleasure,  and  by  searching  critically  the 
book  of  husbandry,  discovered  to  their  great  joy  that  there  was  no 
such  animal  as  the  lion  ;  that  the  lion  so  often  spoken  of  in  the  book 
of  husbandry,  as  such  a  powerful  and  ferocious  animal  was  nothing  but 
the  principle  of  evil  personified,  as  it  existed  in  the  thunderstorms  and 
ihe  diseases  of  sheep.  It  is  well  known,  they  said,  that  thunderstorms 
roar,  that  they  are  noxious  to  lambs,  and  that  they  go  about,  figurative¬ 
ly  seeking  whom  they  may  figuratively  devour.  When  reminded  that 
Ihe  book  spoke  of  many  lions,  though  of  one  as  chief  in  strength  and 
ferocity,  it  was  easy  to  reply  that  thunderstorms  were  numerous,  some 
great  and  some  smidl  ;  the  greatest  being  called  the  old  lion,  and  the 
rest  lions,  or  young  lions,  according  to  their  power.  In  like  manner, 
they  insisted,  were  the  diseases  of  sheep  personified,  proceeding,  as 
they  all  did,  from  principles  of  disease  in  the  animal  called  the  old  li¬ 
on,  or  the  lion,  or  young  lion,  as  the  disease  was  more  or  less  destruc¬ 
tive.  These  diseases,  it  was  well  known,  caused  sheep  to  bleat, 
which,  by  a  figure  of  speech,  common  in  eastern  countries,  might  be  cal¬ 
led  roarings  and  as  disease  and  death  decompose  the  bodies  of  animals, 
they  are  fitly  compared  to  a'lion  tearing  in  pieces  and  devouring  his  prey. 
It  is  scarcely  to  be  conceived  how  much  rejoicing  and  self-complacen¬ 
cy  this  discovery  occasioned.  The  servants  who  made  it  and  availed 
themselves  of  it,  deemed  themselves  the  most  learned  servants  on  the 
farm,  and  to  express  at  once  their  estimation  of  themselves,  and  their 
contempt  of  the  old  fashioned  servants,  they  styled  themselves  ra¬ 
tional  husbandmen.  The  irrational  servants  did  in  this  case  all  to 
reclaim  their  fellow  servants,  which  could  be  expected  of  men  bereft 
of  reason,  or  who  never  bad  any.  They  demanded,  how  the  principle 
of  evil  in  diseases  and  thunderstorms,  which  was  a  reality,  could  possi¬ 
bly  be  illustrated  by  clothing  it  with  the  animated  powers  and  actions 
of  an  animal  which  did  not  exist.  What  sense  could  there  be  in  cal¬ 
ling  a  traitor  a  Judasy  had  no  treacherous  Judas  existed  ;  in  callipg  a 
miser’s  heart,  a  heart  of  stone,  if  no  such  bai^  material,  called  a 
stone, had  any  being;  and  why  call  the  principle  of  evil  in  disease 
and  thunder,  alien,  if  there  be  no  such  living  animal  in  the  wilderness. 
Does  not  the  calling  of  storms  and  diseases,  lions,  (said  these  simple- 
hearted  servants,)  prove  the  existence  of  resd  lions  ?  Do  the  Greeks 
and  eastern  nations  illustrate  the  power  of  thunder  and  disease  by  the 
properties  and  actions  of  non-existences  ?  Do  you  find  any  examples 
of  the  kind  in  Homer,  Sanchoniathon,  Manetho,  or  the  Talmods  ? 
These  questions,  demaoding  Ume,  in  order  to  answer  theih  learnedly, 
time  was  accordiDg^y  taken,  when,  after  extended  research,  without 
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being  able  to  find  an  example  in  point,  it  was  profoundly  conjectured, 
that  all  the  books,  which  authorized  the  illustration  of  the  properties 
of  real  existences,  by  the  properties  and  actions  of  nothing,  were  de- 
stroyed  in  Herculaneum,  or  burnt  in  the  Alexandrine  library. 

Bukyan. 


From  the  Trenton  Emporium. 

TBn  mxjissu 

I  learned,  from  early  youth,  to  look  upon  the  face  of  the  village  el¬ 
der,  with  aHaingledfe^ng  of  del^t  and  awe  ;  of  delight,  because  of 
the  placid  and  unchanging  sweetness  that  always  sate  upon  his  counte¬ 
nance,  and  broke  into  a  smile  whenever  he  spoke  ;  and  of  awe,  be¬ 
cause  of  the  presence  of  a  holy  man,  one  who  served  Go<l  daily,  and 
who,  next  to  the  minister,  dealt  out  to  the  little  church  the  bread  that 
never  perisheth.  1  remember  when  first  he  came  to  my  father's  honse 
and  called  us  around  him,  patted  our  flaxen  heads,  and  asked  us  about 
Christ  and  the  Bible,  that  1  feared  to  speak  in  his  presence.  But  as  I 
approached  a  period  more  mature,  and  heard,  in  circles  where  the 
name  of  Him  in  heaven  was  blasphemed,  and  from  those  who  spent  the 
sacred  sabbath  in  revelry,  and  pointed  the  despising  finger  at  all  that 
was  sacred  in  religion,  the  elder's  name  mocked  at  and  turned  to  ridi¬ 
cule  ;  and,  marked  with  how  much  bitterness  of  hatred  and  malignity 
of  heart,  they  spoke  of  him  whom  they  confessed  bad  never  injured 
them — and  when  1  saw  the  good  all  united  to  him  in  love  and  confi¬ 
dence,  my  fear  turned  into  actoiration,  and  the  hostility  of  others  seal¬ 
ed  my  afiection  towards  him  for  ever. 

Meeting  from  him  in  all  our  now  frequent  intercourse  a  father's  ten¬ 
derness,  it  was  right  that  he  should  share,  as  he  did,  in  much  of  that 
confidence  and  esteem  which  youthful  minds  naturally  bestow  on  pa¬ 
rental  worth  ;  and  I  was  long  anxious  to  know  the  reason,  why  so  much 
of  virtue  in  a  harmless  old  man,  should  create  enmity  in  any  bosom. — 
In  the  early  kindlings  of  juvenile  thought,  1  fancied  all  would  love 
goodness  wherever  they  saw  it,  even  for  its  very  sake.  I  saw  the  con¬ 
trary,  but  it  was  a  problem  1  could  not  solve. 

Q^e  afternoon  in  August,  just  at  the  clearing  up  of  a  racking  thun¬ 
der  storm,  and  while  the  rainbow  that  succeeded  it,  spanned  the  valley 
with  its  beauteous  hues,  I  was  sent  on  an  important  errand  to  one  of 
the  farm  houses  on  the  oak  meadows,  the  residence  of  De  Otto,  a  man 
who  I  well  recollected  often  to  have  heard  dealing  out  the  most  bitter 
curses  against  the  aged  servant  of  the  sanctuary.  This  circumstance 
was  brought  to  mind  by  a  singular  incident  that  day.  When  1  had 
reached  the  first  of  the  creeks  which  run  between  the  village  and  the 
meadows,  I  overtook  the  venerable  elder  himself.  He  was  going  to 
the  same  place,  to  visit  a  dying  daughter  of  the  unfriendly  &rmer ; 
and  though  labouring  under  the  effects  of  a  recent  indisposition,  and 
thou|^  the  creeks  were  so  swollen  with  rain,  as  rendered  it  impossi¬ 
ble  to  pass  them  Without  drenching,  he  seemed  so  intent  upon  the  ob¬ 
ject  before  him,  that  he  forgot  ^le  danger  to  which  he  was  exposing 
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himself,  and  rode  on  like  one  much  younger  in  years,  until  the  waters 
were  passed  and  we  alighted  at  De  Otto’s  door. 

The  dying  child  lay  in  the  last  stage  of  an  inveterate  fever,  and  her 
flushed  cheek  looked  like  a  rose  upon  the  snow  white  pillow — But  I 
recollected  her  face,  and  that  in  health,  it  was  far  paler  than  now. 
Her  eye  sparkled  as  with  new  hope  when  she  saw  the  old  man  enter ; 
and  she  gazed  intently  on  him  while  he  sat  by  her  bed  side.  De  Ot¬ 
to  was  not  in,  but  momently  expected  ;  and  the  mother  of  the  sick 
girl  told  the  elder,  with  eyes  swimming  in  tears,  that  her  husband  had 
bitterly  denied  her  the  liberty  of  sending  for  him,  though  at  the  poor 
child’s  agonizing  entreaty.  The  little  girl  had  sometimes  visited  the 
elder’s  house  while  at  school  in  the  village,  and  though  quite  a  child, 
was  not  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  great  subject  which  now  en¬ 
grossed  her  thoughts.  The  good  old  man  conversed  with  her  in  alow 
tone  of  voice  for  some  time.  He  told  her  she  must  not  only  forgive 
but  pray  for  her  father,  that  Christ  might  be  his  friend  as  she  believ¬ 
ed  he  was  hers.  “And  was  it,”  said  the  dying  child,  “that  my  father 
is  angry  with  Christ,  too,  that  he  would  not  let  mamma  send  for  you 
before,  to  tell  me  more  about  Him  and  heaven  ?”  De  Otto  entered 
while  the  last  words  were  on  her  tongue  ;  and  with  a  glance  of  care¬ 
less  contempt  towards  the  elder,  he  approached  the  foot  of  the  bed, 
and  looked  upon  the  changing  features  of  his  child  with  an  emotion  of 
restless  and  perturbed  anxiety. 

She  fixed  her  eye  instantly  upon  him,  and  with  an  expression  of 
^  deep  atfl  affecting  tenderness  exclaimed,  “Oh,  pa,  are  you  angry 
with  Christ  ?’!  She  paused  fora  reply,  and  then  continued,  “  when  I 
go  to  him  in  heaven,  what  shall  I  tell  him  is  the  reason  ?”  Again  she 
waited  anxiously  for  an  answer.  A  thousand  convictions  seemed 
to  flash  upon  the  father’s  soul — perhaps  his  pride  would  have  dictated 
a  harsh  rebuke,  or  a  word  of  scorn  ;  but  nature  was  powerful,  he  had 
still  some  of  the  feelings  of  a  parent.  A  tear  rushed  into  his  eye, — he 
covered  his  face  with  his  handkerchief  and  sat  down  upon  the  bed. — 
“  Your  dear  father  has  been  Christ’s  enemy,”  said  the  aged  elder, 
tenderly,  “  but  you  shall  carry  the  news  of  reconciliation — let  us 
pray.” 

Never  did  I  hear  a  more  devout  petition  ;  and  De  Otto,  for  the 
first  time,  bended  his  knees  before  the  throne  of  grace,  and  sobbed  in 
all  the  bitterness  of  an  awakened  soul,  pressed  down  beneath  the 
crushing  burden  of  a  long  life  of  transgressions  unatoned  for.  The 
scene  was  overpowering.  I  canpot  attempt  the  description.  But  be¬ 
fore  the  elder  left  the  house,  the  proud  spirit  that  had  been  his  fierce 
and  constant  persecutor  for  years,  confessed  all  his  error,  and  besought 
the  old  man’s  prayer  for  himself. 

This  scene  occurred  more  than  twenty  years  ago.  Julia  De  Otto 
was  buried  the  next  Sabbath  day.  In  a  few  years  ?dler,  the  venerable 
and  pious  elder,  full  of  years  and  good  deeds,  followed  her  to  his  last 
rest ;  and  now  De  Otto  occupies  his  place  in  the  village  church,  and 
often  cites  the  history  of  his  early  Jife,  and  marvellous  conversion,  in 
illustration  of  the  all-sufliciency  of  the  grace  by  which  we  are  saved. 
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•  Exhibition  of  Unitarianism,  ^c, 

AN  EXHIBITION  OF  UNITARIANISM,  WITH  SCRIPTURAL  EXTRACTS. 

;  TRACT  NO.  L 

INTRODUCTION. 

The  main  object  of  this  Tract,  is  to  bring  before  the  public,  in  as 
short  a  compass  as  possible,  the  views  of  Unitarians  in  regard  to  those 
leading  doctrines  of  the  Gospel  in  which  they  differ  from  orthodox 
Christians.  To  prevent  all  charges  and  all  danger  of  misrepresentation, 
it  was  thought  expedient  to  present  those  views  in  the  very  words  of 
their  own  standard  writers,  both  European  and  American.  In  making 
these  extracts,  it  has  been  the  intention  to  select  only  such,  as  convey 
the  same  meaning,  when  detached  from  the  context,  as  when  read  in 
connection  with  it.  If  in  any  case  there  exists  a  mistake,  or  misappre¬ 
hension  in  this  respect,  it  will  be  a 'matter  of  sincere  regret.  In  many 
instances,  there  have  been  subjoined  to  the  extracts  from  Unitarian 
writers,  a  few,  out  of  the  many  texts  of  Scripture,  that  occurred  to^the 
mind,  for  the  sake  of  comparison  : — ^the  one  being  left  against  the  other, 
to  the  reader’s  reflection.  If  a  fair  interpretation  of  ^ese  scriptures 
<  shows  them  not  to  relate  to  the  same  subjects  as  the  extracts,  it  may 
prove  a  misapprehension  of  those  texts,  but  all  intentional  misapplica¬ 
tion  is  disclaimed  :  for  such  perversion  could  not  gain,  at  this  day,  even 
a  temporary  advantage  to  any  cause.  Particular  words  or  phrases, 
both  in  the  Unitarian  and  the  scriptural  extracts,  are  occasionally  print¬ 
ed  in  italicks,  or  small  capitals,  not  to  distort  or  exaggerate  the  mean¬ 
ing,  but  merely  to  excite  the  readers  particular  attention  to  them. 
Founded  on  such  principles,  it  is  not  seen,  that  any  solid  objection  lies 
against  this  mode  of  exhibiting  the  belief  of  Unitarians.  No  man  friend¬ 
ly  to  them,  it  is  believed,  would  be  unwilling  to  have  the  orthodox 
views  of  the  same  important  doctrines,  presented  in  the  same  manner ; 
if  the  same  principles  be  adhered  to  in  the  selection  ;  and  it  can  hardly 
be  doubted,  that  if  the  modem  standard  Trinitarian  writers,  in  Europe 
and  this  country^  should  be  the  source  whence  the^e  extracts  were  de¬ 
rived,  they  would  present  a  vastly  more  correct  exhibition  of  what  or¬ 
thodoxy  is,  than  those  numerous  distorted  representations,  that  are  so 
frequently  laid  before  the  public.  To  resort  to  the  writers  of  past 
ages^  and  select  those  peculiarities  in  their  opinions,  .which  the  great 
body  of  the  orthodox  at  this  day  publicly  reject,  would  indeed,  as 
uncandid,  as  in  this  Tract,  to  have  arrayed  the  reveries  of  the  ancieot 
Gnostics,  or  Ebionites,  as  apart  of  modem  Unitarianism. 

SECTION  I. 


INSPIRATION  AND  AUTHORITY  OF  THE  SCRIPTURES. 


European  Unitarian  Writers. 

The  writers  of  the  books  of  scripture  were  men  and  therefore  falli¬ 
ble. — Priestlef  s^^tters  to  a  Philos.  Unbeliev.  Part  2.  Preface. 

all  other  nistorians  they  were  liable  to  mistakes  with*  respect  to 
r^all  moment,  becaiuse  they  did  not  give  sufficient  attention  to 
i^^me  work,  Pref. 
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I  think  I  have  often  shown  that  the  apostle  Paul  often  reasons  incon* 
clusively  ;  and  therefore  that  he  wrote,  as  any  other  person  of  his  turn 
of  mind  and  thinking,  and  in  his  situation  would  have  written  without 
any  particular  inspiration. — Priestley* s  His,  Corrup,  Christ*,  Vol.  ii  p. 
370. 

JVon?  we  have  received^  not  the  spirit  of  the  worlds  hut  the  Spirit  which 
is  of  God ;  that  we  might  know  the  things  that  are  freely  given  to  us  of 
God.  Which  things  also  we  speaks  not  in  the  words  which  man*s  wisdom 
teacheth^  but  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth,^\  Cor.  2;  12,  13. 

The  scriptures  were  written  without  any  particular  inspiration  by 
men  who. wrote  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge,  and  who  from 
their  circumstances  could  not  be  mistaken  with  respect  to  the  greater 
facts  of  which  they  were  proper  witnesses  ;  but  (like  other  men  sub¬ 
ject  to  prejudice)  might  be  liable  to  adopt  a  hasty  and  ill  grounded 
opinion  concerning  things  which  did  not  fall  within  the  compass  of  their 
own  knowledge. — Priestley* s  His.  Early  Opinions y  Vol.  iv.  p.  4,  6. 

AUrscripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God. — ^2  Tim.  iii.  16. 

The  scriptures  contain  a  very  faithful  and  credible  account  of  the 
Christian  doctrine  which  is  the  true  word  of  God  :  but  they  are  not 
THEMSELVES  THE  WORD  OP  GoD,  uor  do  they  ever  assume  that  title  : 
and  it  is  highly  improper  to  speak  of  them  as  such,  as  it  leads  inatten¬ 
tive  readers  to  suppose  they  are  written  under  a  plenary  inspiration, 
to  which  they  make  no  pretensions.— Belsham* s  Rev,  of  WilberforcCy  ^c, 

/  Letter  1. 

The  word  of  Qod  is  quick  and  powerful. iv.  12. 

JVbt  handling  the  word  of  God  deceitfully. — 2  Cor.  iv.  2. 

When  ye  received  the  word  of  God  which  ye  heard  of  usy  ye  received 
it  not  as  the  word  of  meuy  hut  as  it  is  in  truth  the  word  of  God, — 1 
Thess.  ii.  13. 

The  Evangelical  histories  contain  gross  and  irreconcilable  contra¬ 
dictions.  ^Evansons  Dissonance^  p.  I . 

The  writings  of  Moses  were  inspired  in  so  far  as  they  'instruct  us 
concerning  God,  and  lead  us  to  God.  He  could  know  the  age  of  the 
world  no  better  than  we  do.  The  history  of  the  fall  is  a  fable  ;  and 
though  there  is  much  truth  in  Moses’  history,  the  dress  is  poetic.  In 
Joshua,  the  circumstances  of  the  conquest  of  Canaan  are  fictitious. 
The  books  of  Samuel  contain  a  multitude  of  falsehoods.  There  are 
no  prophecies  in  the  Psalms.  Daniel  is  full  of  stories  contrived  or 
exaggerated  by  superstition.  With  the  other  prophets^  Christians 
have  no  concern. — Extracted  from  the  writings  of  Danem^  a  German 
Unitariany  as  given  tn  Erskine*s  Sketches  of  Church  History.  Vol.  i.  p.  84. 

Peter  speaks  these  (2  Pet.  1 — 21)  according  to  the  conception  of 
the  Jews.  The  prophets  may  have  delivered  the  offsprings  of  their 
own  brains,  as  divine  revelation. — Extract  from  Sender y  Prof,  of  Di- 
vinity  at  HalUy  as  given  in  Miller* s  Letters  on  Unitariamsmy  p.  205. 

For  the  prophecy  came  not  in  old  time  by  the  will  of  man :  but  holy 
men  of  old  spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  2  Pet.  i.  21. 

The  Godhead  could  not  have  required  of  Abraham  so  horrible  a 
crime  ;  (offering  up  his  son  Isaac,)  and  there  can  be  no  justificalion 
palliation,  or  excuse  for  this  pretended  command  of  the  Divinity. 
Abraham  dreamed  that  he  must  offer  up  Isaac,  and,  according  J||t  the 
superstition  of  the  times,  regarded  it  as  a  divine  admonition.  He  pUjM 
pared  to  execute  the  mandate,  which  his  dream  had  eonveye#*^^!^;^ 
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A  lucky  accident,  (probably  the  rustling  of  a  lamb,  who  was  entan^^ed 
in  the  bushes,)  4iindered  it ;  and  this,  according  to  ancient  idiom,  warr 
also  the  voice  of  the  divinity.— from  FAchhorn^  as  quoUd  by 
Prof  Stuart,  in  Letters  to  Channing,  p.  144,  3d  ed. 

To  walk  on  the  sea,  is  not  to  stand  on*^the  waves,  as  on  the  solid 
ground,  as  Jerome  dr6(ims,  but  to  walk  through  the  waves  so  far  as 
the  shoals  reached,  and  then  to  swim. — Extract  from  C.  F.  Ammon, 
Prof  Tkeol,  at  Erlangen,  as  quoted  by  Stuart^  p.  144. 

Annanias  fell  down  terrified ;  (Acts  v.  5,)  but  probably  he  was 
carried  out  and  buried,  while  still  ^ive. — Extract  from  Theiss — Fide 
StuarVs  'Letters,  p.  145. 

This  epistle,  (Hebrews,)  however,  whichxontains  many  important 
observations  and  many  wholesome  truths,  mingled,  indeed,  with  some 
farfetched  analogies  and  inaccurate  reasonings,  was  probably  written 
before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  the  Temple,  &c. — *  Im¬ 
proved  Version  of  the  New -Testament,  p.  531. 

The  account  of  the  miraculous  conception  of  Jesus,  was  probably 
the  fiction  of  some  early  gentile  convert,  who  hoped,  by  elevating  the 
dignity  of  the  Founder,  to  abate  the  popular  prejudice  against  the 
sect.— /mp.  Vers.  p.  2. 

The  remaining  verses  of  this,  (the  first  chapter  of  Luke,  from  the 
4th  verse,)  and  the  whole  oi  the  second  chapter,  are  printed  in  Ital¬ 
ics,  as  an  indication  that  they  are  of  doubtful  authority. 

And  if  any  man  shall  take  away  from  the  words  of  the  book  of  this 
prophecy,  God  shall  take  away  his  part  out  of  the  book  of  life,  and  out  of 
the  holy  city,  and  from  the  things  which  are  written  in  this  book. — 
tRev.  xxii.  19. 

The  Unitarians  maintain  that  Jesus* and  his  apostles  were  supernatu- 
rally  instructed  as  far  as  was  necessary  for  the  execution  of  their 
commission,  that  is,  for  the  revelation  and  proof  of  the  doctrine  of 
eternal  life,  and  that  the  favor  of  God  extended  to  the  Gentiles  equally 
with  the  Jews;  and  that  Jesus  and  his  apostles,  and  others  of  the 
primitive  believers,  were  occasionally  inspired  to  foretell  future  events. 
But  they  believe  that  supernatural  inspiration  was  limited  to  these  ca¬ 
uses  alone,  and  that  When  Jesus  or  his  apostles  deliver  opinions  upon  sub¬ 
jects  unconnected  with  the  object  of  ftieir  missions,  such  opinions  and 
their  reasonings  upon  them,  are  to  be  received  with  the  same  attention 
and  caution  with  those  of  other  persons  in  similar  circumstances,  of 
similar  education,  and  with  similar  habits  of  thinking. — Belsham*s 
Calm  Enquiry^  4*c.  p.  461. 

As  it  is  not  pretended  that  there  arc  any  miracles  adapted  to  prove 
that  Christ  made  and  supports  the  world,  I  do  not  see  that  we  are 
under  any  obligation  to  believe  it,  merely  because  it  was  an  opinion 
held  by  an  apostle. — Priestly* s  Hist.  Early  Opin.  Vol.  i.  p.  63.  See 
also  p.  70. 

♦This  work  has  been  re-publkbed,  with  some  slight  alterations,  and  circula¬ 
ted  by  Unitariaos  in  thisoountfy;Aand  all  the  extracts  from  this  work,  in 
thia  tract,  are  from  the  American  edition. 

*  ’  V  *- 

Itw true,  this  particularly  refers  to  the  book  of  the  revelation;  but  the 
parity^r  ieason  extending  to  other  books,  1  doubt  nut  the  terror  oi  the  threateii* 

iog  does  %  too.— -Doddridge  in  fjoc. 

■ 
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If  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  had  been  found  in  the  scriptures,  it 
would  have  been  impossible  for  any  reasonable  man  to  believe  it,  as  it 
implies  a  contradiction  which  no  miracles  can  prove.— iSame  Work^ 
Vol.  i.  p.  48. 

The  foolishness  of  God  is  wiser  than  men.— 1  Cor.  i.  23. 

According  to  the  maxims,  laid  down  as  the  guides  of  our  religious 
enquiry,  this  doctrine,  (of  two  natures  in  Christ,)  could  not  be  estab¬ 
lished,  even  by  the  clearest  declarations  of  the  scriptures.  For  the 
testimony  of  the  scriptures  would  not  prove  it  to  be  true  on  the 
contrary,  its  occurrence  in  the  scriptures  would  prove  them  to  be. 
•false. — Yates^  Find.  Unit.  p.  176. 

For  my  part,  though  the  doctrine  (of  atonement)  were  stated,  not 
once  merely,  but  often  in  the  sacred  records,  I  would  not  on  ihdt  ac¬ 
count  believe  it. — Socinus^  Works^Y ol.  ii.  p.  204.  (Lat.  Ed.) 

He  that  believeth  not  God^  hath  mad^  him  a  liar^  oecause  he  believeth 
not  the  record  that  God  gave  of  his  Son. — 1  John  v.  10 

Whether  the  plenary  inspiration  of  the  scriptures  be  a  doctrine  of 
the  Christian  religion,  is  one  of  those  questions,  upon  which  Unitari¬ 
ans  are  divided  in  opinion. — Yates^  Vindication  of  Unitarianism^  p.  19. 

[A  work  of  the  celebrated  French  writer,  Le  Clerc,  on  Inspiration^ 
from  which  the  following  extracts  are  made,  has  been  re-published  in 
this  country  with  a  preface  by  the  American  editor ;  and  has  been 
reviewed  in  the  Christian  Disciple.  The  subjoined  extracts  are  made, 
not  to  give  an  opinion  concerning  the  Unitarianism  of  Le  Clerc,  but 
merely  to  present  the  views  of  the  American  editor  and  reviewer  of 
bis  work,  concerning  its  merits.  Their  opinions  will  be  found  imme¬ 
diately  following  the  extracts  from  Le  Clerc’s  work.]  v 

St.  Luke  learned  not  that  which  he  has  told  us  by  inspiration,  but 
by  information  from  those  who  knew  it  exactly.  Now  if  you  allow 
St.  Luke  to  have  so  faithfully  related  to  us  the  life  and  discourses  of 
Jesus,  (without  having  been  particularly  inspired,)  that  we  ought  to 
receive  what  be  tells  us  with  an  entire  •belief  in  his  fidelity  :  you 
ought  not  to  make  any  difficulty  to  grant  tl^  same  concerning  the 
other  historians  of  the  Scriptures.  If  any  of  them  ought  to  be  in¬ 
spired,  certainly  they  were  the  evangelists.  And  if  you  will  have 
another  example  of  a  history  written  without  inspiration,  you  have 
but  to  read  the  books  of  Kings  and  Chroniclbs,  kc. — Le  Clerc  on  ht- 
spiration.  Bost.  Ed.  p.  64. 

When  we  examine  the  discourses  which  we  have  of  Christ’s  disci-  • 
pies,  before  divers  judges,  we  may  easily  perceive  that  they  speak 
with  much  piety  and  courage  ;  but  it  seems  not  that  they  say  any  thing 
which  oiie  might  not  as  well  say  without  inspiration.-^Same  Work^  p.  79. 

It  seems  to  me  that  we  may  now  conclude  that  there  never  was  any 
body  but  our  Saviour,  who  had  a  constant  and  perpetual  inspiration, 
and  all  whose  words  we  ought  to  receive  as  oracles. — Seme  work^  p.  101 . 

There  is  no  proof  that  what  is  contained  in  the  Proverbs  was  in¬ 
spired  to  Solomon  after  a  prophetic  manner* — Same  work,  p.  102. 

The  name  of  prophet  is  very  liber#illy  bestowed  on  Agur,  the  son  of 
Jakeh,  for  ^ome  moralities  that  are  found  under  his  name,  (Prov.  30.) 
Whereas,  I  dare  be  bold  to  say,  better  things  might  have  been  said 
WITHOUT  the  Spirit  op  prophecy. — Same  work,  p.  103, 

It  appears,  methinks,  hereby  clearly  enough,  that  Stere  was  no  in¬ 
spiration  in  this  book,  (Job,)  no  more  than  in  the  three  preceding, 
(Proverbs,  Ekiclesiastes,  and  Solomon’s  Song.)— nSame  work,  p.  109. 
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.We  find  there  (in  the  Epistles  of  the  New  Testament)  the  same 
doctrines  we  have  in  the  evangelists  ;  and  those,  the  apostles  assure  us, 
often  they  learned  from  Christ.  But  there  are  other  things  which 
THE  APOSTLES  SPEAK  OF  THEIR  OWN  HEADS,  OT  which  they  draw  by 
divers  consequences  from  the  Old  Testament. — Same  rtjork,  p.  ^20^ 

Thus  then,  according  to  my  hypothesis,  the  authority  of  the  scrip¬ 
tures  remains  in  full  force.  For  you  see  1  maintain  that  we  are  obli¬ 
ged  to  believe  the  substence  of  the  history  of  the  New  Testament, 
and  generally  all  the  doctrines  of  Jesus  Christ  ;•  all  that  was  inspired 
to  the  apostles,  and  also  whatsoever  they  have  said  of  themselves ,  so far  as  it 
is  conformable  to  our  Saviour^ s  doctrine^  and  to  right  reason,—Same 
work,  p.  122. 

All  Scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  Ood, — 2  Tim.  iii.  l  jS« 

American  Unitarian  ^  Writers, 

The  latter  of  these  treatises,  (LeClerc  on  Inspiration,)  is  the  work 
of  a  man  of  acuteness  and  learnings  such  as  have  scarcely  been  sur* 
passed,  on  a  subject  (inspiration  of  the  scriptures)  of  great  impor¬ 
tance,  and  of  such  intricacy  that  it  may  well  occasion  much  diversity  cf 
opinion, — Christian  Disciple,  VoL  ii.  p.  459,  JVew  Series, 

It  MAY  BE  DOUBTED  WHETBE;R  THERE  IS  ANT -WHERE  TO  -BE  VOUNIX,  A 
MORE  PERSPICUOUS  AND  SATISFACTORY^  STATEMENT  OF  THE  SUBJECT  IR 

QUESTION,  (inspiration)  than  this  tract  presents. — Preface  to  the 
Boston  Edition  of  Le  Clerc  on  Inspiration,  (1820,)  by  the  American 
Editor,  who  subscribes  himself.  A,  N, 

We  are  free  tosay^  that  our*  views,  of  the  nature,  of  the  sacred 
writings,  and  of  the  use  we  are  to  make  of  them,  differ  from  those  of 
our  orthodox  brethren. — Uuitdrian  Miscellany,  ^pt^  1821,  p.  8. 

Just  in  proportion  as  you  detect  mysteries  in  the>  Gospel,  or  doc¬ 
trines  which  were  professedly  taught,  as  revealed  truths  of  the 
greatest  importance,  but  not  intended  to  be  understood,  just  so  far  you 
will  find  reasons  to  distrust  the  divine  authority  of  the .  religion  of  the 
Saviour,  and  to  disrespect  its  author. — Same  work,  1822,  p.  26. 

Canst  thou,  by  searching,  find  out  God  ?  Canst  thou  find  Quii  tha. 
Almighty  unto  perfection  ? — ^Job  xi.  7. 

In  the  opinion  of  Eichhom,  it  was  not  the  design  of  tke  author- of 
the  Apocalypse,  to  communicate  any  new^  predictions,  but  only  to 
clothe  in  new  and  impressive  language,  the  prophecies  already  uttered 
by  our  Saviour,  and  repeated  by  lus  apostles,  respecting  the  estab¬ 
lishment  and  successful^  propagation  of  the  Christian  religion.  To 
effect  this  purpose,  Eichhom  supposes  the  author  needed  and  posses¬ 
sed  no  other  inspiration  than  that  of  a  poetical  imagination.-^^n*j^.. 
Disc,  1822,/p.  65. 

The  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  God  gave  urUo  him,  to  shew 
unto  his  servants  things  which  must  shortly  come  to  pass  ;  assd  he  sent 
nhd  signified  ihby  his  angel  unto  his  servant  John,-^ReV4  i..  1. 


APHORISMS. 

The  wildest  opinion  that  ever  was  entertained  in  matters  of  reli¬ 
gion,  is  Miore  rational  than  unconcern  about  these  matters.  Upon  tkM 


Anecdotes* 


subject,  nothiag  is  so  absurd  as  indifference  ;  no  folly  so  contemptible 
as  thoughtlessness  and  levity. 

Lysiinachus,  for  extreme  thirst,  offered  his  kingdom  to  the  Getie,  to 
quench  it.  His  exclamation  after  drinking  was,  “  Ah  1  wretched  me; 
who,  for  sbch  a  momentary  gratification,  have  lost  so  great  a  kingdom  I” 
How  applicable  this  to  the  case  of  him,  who,  for  the  momentary 
pleasures  of  sin,  parts  with  the  kingdom  of  heaven  1 

Heaven  will  pay  for  the  loss  of  any  thing  th^t  we  can  lose  to  get  it, 
or  for  any  labor  we  can  bestow  for  it.  But  nothings  can  pay  for  the 
loss  of  heaven. 


Al^ECDOTES. 

1  Tim.  vi.  9,  10,  illustrated. 

They  that  will  be  rich  fall  into  temptation^  and  a  snare  y  and  into  ma» 
ny  foolish  and  hurtful  lusts,  which  drown  men  in  destruction  and  perdi^ 
tion.  For  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  etil,  which,  while  some 
coveted  after,  they  have  pierced  themselves  through  with  many  sorrows, 

A  cert^  woman  who  kept  tavern  in  Scotland,  had  a  great  run  of 
business.  Saturday  being  the  market  day  in  the  place,  she  has  been 
observed  early  on  Sabbath  morning,  before  taking  time  to  dress,  coun¬ 
ting  her  money  received  the  day  preceding.  But  the  treasures  amas¬ 
sed  with  such  eagerness,  and  which  she  appeared  so  much  to  idol¬ 
ize,  gave  her  no  comfort  in  a  dying  hour.  Nay,  such  W’ere  her  ago¬ 
nizing  anticipations  of  eternal  torments,  as  the  punishment  of  her  < 
devotion  to  the  mammon  of  unrighteousness,  as  she  was  not  able  to 
suppress.  “Hold,”  said  she  to  her  daughter,  “Hold  your  finger  in 
the  flame  of  that  candle  for  one  half  hour.”  The  daughter  replied, 
that  she  could,  not.  “Try,”  was  her  answer.  Having  tried,  she 
instantly  drew  back,  declaring,  she  could  not  bear  it.  “  How  then,” 
said  the  dying  wretch,  “  how  then,  think  you,  shall  I  burn  eternally 
in  hell  for  gathering  money  for  you  and  your  brother!” — ^a  son  and 
daughter  being  all  the  children  she  had.  Her  character  before  the  ‘ 
world  was  unstained  with  any  thing  ordinarily  reckoned  vicious. 

THE  fool’s  reproof. 

There  was  a  certain  nobleman,  (says  Bishop  Hall,)  who  kept  a 
fool,  to  whom  he  one  day  gave  a  staff,  with  a  charge  to  keep  it  till  he 
ahould  meet  with  one  who  was  a  greater  fool  than  himself.  Not  many 
years  after,  the  nobleman  iell  sick,  even  unto  death.  The  fool  came 
to  see  him  ;  his  sick  lord  said  to  him,  “  1  must  shortly  leave  you.” 

“  And  whither  are  you  going  ?”  said  the  fool.  “  Into  another  world,” 
replied  his  lordship.  “  And  when  will  you  come  again  ? — within  a 
month?”  No.”  “Within  a  year?”  “No.”  “When  then?” 

“  Never.”  •  “  Never  I”  said  the  fool.  “  And  what  provision  hast  thou 
made  for  thy  entertainment  there,  whither  thou  goest  ?”  “  None  at 
all.”  “No,”  said  the  fool,  “  none  at >  all.  Here^  tbiPi>  take  my 
sUiit  7  with  isU  my  tolly,  I  am  not  guilty  of  such  a  folly  as  this.” 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  JOURNAL  OF  MESSRS.  FISK  AND  KING  IN  EGYPT. 


Alexandria,  Lord^s  day,  Jan,  12,  1823.  At  ten  Mr.  King  preached 
in  the"  hall  of  Mr.  Lee,  which  vyas  opened  for  the  purpose,  though 
Mr.  Lee  is  absent  with  his  family  at  .Cairo.  The  congregation  con¬ 
sisted  of  eighteen  persQps,  who  were  .very  attentive  ;  some  were  in 
tears.  After  sermon  the  captain  with  whom  we  came  from  Malta  said 
that,  while  hearing  the  discourse,  he  seemed  to  have  a  new  view  of 
Christ,  who  appeared  to  him  to  be  food  for  the  soul ; — to  be  our  all  in 
all,  from  beginning  to  end.  He  also  said  that  since  we  had  been  on 
board  his  vessel,  he  had  felt  a  conviction,'  which  he  never  had  before, 
of  the  truth  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  of  the  efficacy  of  the  Gospel 
on  the  hearts  and  lives  of  men. 

Conversation  with  a  number  of  Jews, 

In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  Messrs.  Fisk,  King  and  Wolff  had 
several  interesting  conversations  ;  particularly  one  with  a  numbdr  of 
Jews  at  their  lodgings.  They  sometimes  conversed  in  Italian,  and 
sometimes  Mr.  Wolff  spoke  with  the  Jews  in  Hebrew.  The  following 
is  given  as  a  part  of  their  conversation. 

Jtws,  What  do  you  believe  ? 

Mr,  Wolff,  I  believe  in  Moses  and  the  Prophets  ;  who  tell  me  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  Messiah  of  the  world, — ^tbe  Redeemer  of  our 
souls,' — the  Holy  One, — blessed  be  He,  and  blessed  be  his  name.  And 
now  I  will  ask  you,  what  is  your  belief? 

Jews,  We  believe  that  the  Holy  One,y-blessed  be  He, — He  who  is 
blessed  in  himself,  is  truth  ;  and  Moi^s  is  truth  ,*  and  the  Prophets 
are  truth. 

Mr,  W,  You  do  not  believe  in  the  Holy  One, — ^blessed  be  He, 
and  blessed  be  his  name,  and  who  is  blessed  in  himself; — ^you  do  not 
believe  that  he  is  truth  ;  and  you  do  not  believe  that  Moses  is  truth  ; 
and  you  do  not  believe  that  the  Prophets  are  truth  ! 

Jews,  God  forbid  that  we  should  not  believe  !  Truth  !  Truth  ! 
Truth! 

Mr,  W,  I  will  prove  by  this  very  book,  (opening  the  Hebrew  Bi¬ 
ble,)  that  you  do  not  believe. 

Here  Mr.  Wolff  spoke  at  some  length  respecting  Deut.  18:16,  Jer. 
31:31 — 34,  and  Gen.  49:10;  and  then  said, — 

Now.  tell  me  whether  you  believe  ? 

Jews,  We  must  recur  to  the  Gemara,  (Talmud,')  and  to  Rabbi 
Solomon  Isaac,  and  other  wise  men. 

Mr,  W,  The  Gemara  is  a  lie. 

Jews,  A  he  !  The  Gemara  a  lie ! 

Mr,  W,  A  lie  i  A  lie !  A  lie  ! 

Jews,  How  do  you  prove  it  ? 

Mr,  W,  I  will  prove  it  afterwards ; — ^but  let  us  go  on  with  the 
Prophets,  by  which  you  will  see  that  you  tell  lies,  if  you  say  that  you 
believe  in  Moses  and*  the  prophets. 

Here  followed  a  discussion  respecting  Zech.  IS-:  10.  We  then  pro¬ 
posed  to  Mr.  Wolff  to  pray  with  them  in  Hebrew,  and  he  offered  the 
following  prayer. 
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Our  Father,  our  King,  send  down  in  our  hearts  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that 
we  may  all  know  the  iniquity  of  our  hearts,  and  be  persuaded  that  we 
need  a  Savior.  Holy  One,  blessed  be  thou,  and  blessed  be  thy  name, 
and  thou  art  blessed  in  thyself, — have  mercy  upon  these,  the  descend¬ 
ants  of  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,  who  are  now  sitting  with  us  to  hear 
words  of  thy  only  begotten  Son,  Jesus  of  Nazareth  ;  that  they  may 
bear  and  understand,  and  look  upon  him  whom  our  ancestors  have 
pierced, — look  upon  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  as  th$ir  Lord,  their  righteous¬ 
ness.  Amen. 

After  this  they  were  more  attentive  and  serious  than  before,  but 
continually  wished  to  refer  to  the  Talmud.  Mr.  Wolff  told  them  that 
Moses  commanded  the  Jews  nbt  to  add  to  the  words  which  he  had 
commanded,  nor  diminish  ai^ht  from  them ;  and  then  showed  by  ex¬ 
ample  that  the  Talmud  does  both. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  evening  Mr.  King  addressed  them  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 

Daniel  was  one  of  your  best  Prophets,  a  man  of  wisdom  and  of  an 
excellent  spirit.  In  his  time  Israel  was  in  captivity  for  their  sins. 
And  when  Daniel  knew  by  books  that  their  captivity  was  nearly  accom¬ 
plished,  he  set  his  face  towards  God,  with  supplications  and  fasting, 
and  confessed  that  he  had  sinned,  as  well  as  his  fathers,* and  all  Israel 
near  and  far  off.  You  have  now  been  in  captivity  eighteen  hundred 
years  ;  and  surely  you  cannot  be  so  proud  as  to  think  yourselves  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  wise  and  excellent  Daniel.  It  therefore  becomes  you  to 
ask,  “  Why  ^are  we  so  long  in  captivity  ?”  and  to  set  your  faces  to¬ 
wards  the  God  of  Daniel  with  supplications  and  fasting.  It  is  your 
sins  that  keep  you  captive,  and  God  will  never  restore  you,  till  you 
are  sensible  of  them.  The  reason  why  you  have  been  scattered  and 
peeled  y  and  dispersed  over  the  earth  for  eighteen  hundred  years  is  that 
your  fathers  have  crucified  th||.  ]||ord  of  Glory,  and  imprecated  his 
blood  upon  their  own  heads,  ai^  the  heads  of  their  children.  Will 
you  now  kneel  down  with  us  and  pray  to  the  God  of  Daniel  ? 

One  of  them  said  he  did  pray  from  morning  till  night.  After  a  lit¬ 
tle  conversation  about  the  manner  in  which  we  ought  to  pray,  they 
dispersed. 

This  has  been  a  most  interesting  Sabbath.  Could  our  friends  jn 
America  and  Europe  have  been  with  us  this  evening,  we  are  sure 
their  hearts  would  have  rejoiced,  and  they  would  have  been  excited 
to  greater  earnestness  in  prayer  for  the  Jews. 

Conversation  voith  Jemsh  Rabbies. 

14.  On  our  way  to  our  lodgings  we  met  four  Jewish  Rabbies,  who 
appeared  to  be  strangers.  Mr.  Wolff  said  to  them, 

Peace  be  upon  you. 

Rabbies.  Peace  be  upon  you. 

Mr.  W.  When  did  you  arrive^  in  this  town,  and  whence  did  you 
come? 

Rab.  We  came  from  Stamboul  (Constantinople.) 

Mr."  W.  Will  you  go  with  us  to  our  room,  take  a  cup  of  coffee,  and 
converse  together  ? 

Rab.  This  is  to  us  verily  a  great  honor. 
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Having  arrived  at  our  lodgings,  Mr.  Wolff  opened  tke  Prc^het  bai* 
4Dih,'and  told  them  immediately  that  the  Prophets  speak  ot  Jesus  of 
Nazareth,  j  One  of  the  Rabbies  said,  **  The  lip  of  truth  shall  be  es¬ 
tablished  forever,  but  a  lying  tongue  is  but  for  a  moment.” 

After  a  little  conversation  Zech.  12:9, 10,  came  under  consideration. 
The  Rabbies  gave  the  following  sense,  ^*And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in 
that  day,  that  1  will  seek  to  destroy  all  the  nations  that  come  against 
Jerusalem.  And  1  will  pour  upon  the  house  of  David,  and  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  the  spirit  of  grace  and  supplications  :  and 
they  (the  Jews)  shall  look  upon  me,  (Jehovah,)  whom  (i.  e.  king  Jo- 
siah)  they  (i.  e.  the  gentiles)  have  pierced,  and  they  (i.  e.  the  Israel¬ 
ites)  shall  mourn  (over  Josian.”)  This  forced  interpretation  was  easi¬ 
ly  answered  by  sunply  reading  the  passage  in  its  connection.  They 
then  said^  My  lord,  we  are  come  from  a  distant  land,  and  by  sea 
were  sick  with  a  great  sickness,  and  therefore  our  mind  is  a  little  con¬ 
fused  with  confusion,  and  we  cannot  therefore  speak  to  day  words  of 
wisdom  and  understanding  and  skill  ;  for  you  must  know,  my  lord, 
that  we  are  wise  with  wisdom,  and  we  are  beautiful  men,  and  honored 
with  great  honor,  and  sit  in  the  first  seat  at  the  table  of  the  rich.  We 
will  return  unto  you,  md  open  our  mouth  with  wisdom,  and  speak  a- 
bout  the  Holy  One — ^blessed  be  He,  and  blessed  be  His  name — and 
then  you  will  be  astonished  with  great  astonishment.”  Mr.  W.  read 
to  them  some  chapters  of  the  Hebrew  Testament,  and  they  depart¬ 
ed. 


Visit  to  tke  Coptic  Convent, 

16.  We  visited  the  Coptic  cotfjfcnt.  The  priest  told  us  there  *e 
only  thirteen  Coptic  families  in  A^m|||||^  We  inquired  about ^eir 
time  of  beginning,  and  manner  Of  the  flkbbath.  He  said  t^e^y 

begin  it  when  they  rise  in  the  morm^^nd  spend  it  in  prayer  and  re- 
'  ligious  exercises. 

He  says  that- they  believe  that  infants  who  are  baptized  will  be  sav¬ 
ed,  and  that  those  who  are  not,  will  perish.  *The  man  who  sins  after 
baptism  must  confess  to  the  priest,  and  receive  the  communion,  which 
is  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  and  he  will  be  forfpven. 

We  inquired  whether  they  approve  of  giving  the  Bible  to  all 
people^  He  replied,  “  Certainly,  for  all  Cli^istians,  Copts,  Abyssi- 
nlans,  Catholics,  Greeks,  all  have  but  one  bible.  On  parting  we  gave 
him  in  Arabic  Genesis,  an  extract  from  Grotios  on  the  truth  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,  and  a  Homily  on  Reading  the  Scriptures. 

Mr.  Uccelli,  a  Catholic  who  teaches  a  school  for  the  French  and 
Italian,  called  on  us,  and  purchased  15  Italian  Testaments,  of  th^  Na¬ 
ples  edition,  for  the  use  of  his  school. 

Mr.  King  repeated  his  visit  to  the  Catholic  convent,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Wolff.  The  Superior  treated  them  very  civilly,  but  the 
curate  was  as  violent  as  ever.  Among  other  things  he  sail  he  had 
often  conversed  with  Protestants  for  30  years,  but  had  never  been 
able  to  make  any  impression  on  them',  er  do  them  any  good,  and  he 
CQnsidered  their  cme  hopeless. 


FROM  THE  ORACLE 


TO  SLANDERERS 


Bite  on  !  bite  on,  ye  vipers  ! — ye  may  find 
A  file  ye  little  think  of, — and  a  heel 
Which  yet  may  bruise  you ! — Ye  in  vain  shall  grind 
Your  poison’d  fangs  against  th’  unyielding  steel 
And  hiss  innoxious  1 — Your  too  angry  zeal 
Foils  its  own  efforts,  and  can  only, gain 

Supreme  contempt,  from  those  ye  hoped  should  feel  ' 
Your  pitiable  malice  I — They  disdain 
Even  to  be  angry  with  so  villanous  a  train. 

Carp  on  !  and  lie,  and  cringe,  and  grin,  and  bow. 

And  sting,  beneath  the  surface  of  fair  smiles  ; 

With  shrugging  shoulders  and  up-arching  brow. 

And  all  the  tricks  of  hypocritic  wiles  ; 

And  say  of  him,  your  slanderous  hate  reviles — 

“  ’Tis  pity  he  should  sacrifice  fair  fame 

“  By  such  imprmlence  !” — Your  insidious  toils 
Can  never  reach  the  height  of  such  a  name. 

But  shall  involve  yourselves  in  your  detested  shame  I 
Hoot  on  ye  owls  !  who  cannot  bear  the  light 
Of  spirits  brighter  than  your  little  souls ! 

Ye  sink  before  the  majesty  and  might 

Of  Truth  and  Genius  1 — Envy’s  night  controls 
Your  spirits  ! — Yours  the  sleepless  eye  that  rolls 
In  darkness  for  dark  things  i|||0^ut  can  ye  find 

Aught  darker jihan  ^tfHn^es  ?  or  aught  that  doles 
In  darkness,  more  mind  ? 

Or  aught  that  is  more  base,  more  imbecile,  more  blind  ? 
Away,  ye  treacherous,  sycophantic  throng  ! 

Which  bend  and  fawm,  with  strain’d  urbanity. 

And  labor’d  pride  !  Ye  dream  your  fort  is  strong ; 

But  ye  may  find  it  weak,  e’en  though  it  be 
’  Arm’d  with  all  falsehood’s  dark  artillery  ! 

Your  mawkish,  forced  politeness  but  betrays 
The  coarseness  of  your  plebian  degree  ! 

And  know,  the  name  your  envy  now  inveighs. 

In  spite  of  all  your  hate,  shall  blind  you  with  its  blaze  ! 
Then  bite,  and  carp,  and  slander  as  ye  will. 

By  vile  perversion  and  nefarious  hint, 

’Twere  pity  that  such  talents  should  be  still. 

When  your  malevolence  may  be  the  mint 
Of  slander’s  coinage  !  E’en  your  looks  imprint 
A  lie  on  what  you  please,  and  stamp  upon 
The  truth,  suspicion  I  Cherish  then  the  dint 
Of  hatred,  ere  your  little  day  is  gone. 

And  you  sink  back  to  naught  I  Carp  on,  I  say,  carp  on. 


To  Correspondents.-^^  W. “J.  C.  “  C.  A.;’»  A.  C. and  “  C. 
A.  D.”  will  be  admitted.  “  M.”  and  “Benevolus”  have  been  received,  and 
arc  under  consideration.  _ 
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